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Sheological Department. 


For the Repertory. 

Lhe indwelling of the Spirit of God 
the only infallible frroof of our 
frossessing the Christian charac- 
ter. 

In a land like ours, where people 
are from infancy, favoured with the 
light of the gospel, and, as it were, 
nurtured in the very lap of christi- 
anity, it is natural to believe that 
almost every individual would be 
thoroughly acquainted with the great 
doctrines and duties of our holy re- 
ligion. But how widely different is 
the fact? An extensive observation 
and inquiry will satisfy us that few, 
alas! very few, seem to have form- 
ed any right conceptions even of the 
constituent principles and distin- 
guishing marks of the christian cha- 
racter. I ask one man, what con- 
stitutes a Christian? and he tells me, 
that birth in a land of gospel light. 
or admission to the visible church 
by baptism, gives a full title to the 
character. But I look at multitudes 
of the baptised, and I find them ea- 
ger in the pursuit of carnal plea- 
sures, immoral, profane, unjust. 
and, ina word, degraded by indul- 
gence in every species of vice.— 
Common sense teaches me, that, 
whatever these men may be called, 

Voi. 6....No. 3.—N 








they are, in fact, enemies of God and 
children of the Devil. I ask ano- 
ther, what constitutes a Christian? 
He tells me, that freedom from open 
vice, and a decent, outward obedi- 
ence to the moral precepts of the 
gospel, form that elevated charac- 
ter. I take a survey of these mo- 
ral men. I find that, without scru- 
ple, they neglect many religious du- 
ties: they occasionally violate the 
Sabbath;—-they at times absent 
themselves from the services of 
God’s house, without necessity; and 
never commemorate the dying love 
of Jesus in the holy sacrament of 
the Eucharist. If I become an in- 
mate of their dwellings, I do not find 
them consecrated by the spirit of 
devotion; no morning and evening 
sacrifice of prayer and praise as- 
cends from their domestic altar to 
the God of the families of the earth; 
nor are any efforts employed to lead 
their children and servants in the 
way of eternal life. Are these men 
Christians? My reason teaches me 
that they cannot be the true disci- 
ples of Him who requires us to pray 
without ceasing, to delight in his 
service, and walk in all his ordinan- 
ces and commandments blameless. 

1 ask another, what makes a Chris- 




















tian? He tells me, that, in addition 
to pure morality, there must be true 
reliyion. The christian, he will tell 
me, observes the Sabbath, is pync- 
tual at church, complies with all the 
presctibed ceremonies of the ritual, 
and makes it a point of conscience 
to receive the holy sacrament. I 
go to many persons of this descrip- 
tion. I speak to them about the de- 
ceitfujness and corruption of the 
heart; the preciousness of Christ; 
the glorious plan of redemption; the 
vperations and comforts of the Holy 
Ghost. But I talk to them in an un- 
known language. 1 speak of views 
and feelings to which they are total 
strangers; and am fortunate if I es- 
cape’ without being censured as 
an enthusiast or fanatic. I pause, 
and ask, are these men Chris- 
tians? The Bible assures me, 


that, though they have the form of 


godliness, they are destitute of its 
power:—though they have a name 
to live, they are dead before God;—- 
though they cry, “Lord, Lord,’’ yet, 
on the day of judgment, Christ will 
say unto them, “Depart from me, | 
never knew you.” 

At length, wearied and dissatisfied 
with the false and unfounded an 
swers that are given by blind and 
ignorant men, I turn to St. Paul an 
inspired Apestle of Jesus Christ, 
repeating my inquiry, ‘What con- 
stitutes a Christian?’”? He promptly 
and decisively answers, “lf any man 
be in Christ,” or a Christian, “he is 
a new creature; old things are pass- 
ed away; behold, all things have be- 
come new.’* Let every reader 

.ask, am I| a Christian, in the apostol- 

ic and scriptural sense of the term? 
Have I been created anew in Christ 
Jesus? And, have I the Holv Ghost 
abiding in me, as the auther and 
principle of spiritual and eternal 
life? 

Yo aid the readers of the Reper- 
tory, in answering these important 


* 2 Cor. 5. i7. 
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questions, is the object of the fol- 
lowing remarks; and, to preserve 
system in them, so that by the bless- 
ing of God they may prove more 
profitable, reference will be had to 
some important instructions con- 
tained in the 8th chapter of the Epis- 
tle to the Romans, a portion of 
Scripture which cannot be too often 
or too prayerfully perused. 

St. Paul, in that chapter, under 
the term “flesh,” describes the cha- 
racter and condition of impenitent 
and unconverted sinners, who are 
dead in trespasses and sins, and 
doomed to death eternal. Under 
the term “sfirit,’ he describes the 
character and condition of real 
christians, who are without condem- 
nation, possessed of life and peace, 
and heirs of heavenly glory. And 
he makes the indwelling of the Spi 
rit of God, the evidence of our hav- 
ing passed from the one state to the 
other: “Ye are not in the flesh, but 
in the spirit, if so be that the Spirit 
of God dwell in you. Now, if any 
man have not the Spirit of Christ, 
he is none of his.’””* 

Every man, since the fall, is by 
nature in what the Apostle calls the 
fleshly or carnal state: ‘For by one 
man sin entered into the world, and 
death by sin, and so death passed 
upon all men, for that all have sin- 
ned.” And what is the condition of 
impenitent, unregenerate sinners, 
according to the views of this inspir- 
ed writer? To be carnally mind- 
ed,” saith he, “is death.’+ The 
unrenewed are destitute of spiritual 
life and holy affections; their moral 
powers and perceptions are locked 
up inthe embrace of spiritual death; 
they live not in the enjoyment of 
christian hope, and have not the 
smallest tide to a glorious and eter- 
wal life in God’s heave: ly kingdom. 
But this is not the worst of their 
case. Spiritual death is not a state 
of total inactivity. Though no holy 


* Romans, 8. 9. 
t 6th verse. 











. atlas y 








». 2 ov a. s:6h = eS OOS OSS 


mm 

















1824. PROOF OF THE CHRISTIAN CHARACTER. 99 


works are performed in that state, 
the agent is constantly employed in 
deeds of sin. He is not in a state of 
listless separation and alienation 
from God, but of active opposition 
to his grace, his government, and 
laws. The wicked not only per- 
form those works which are dis- 
pleasing to the Almighty, offensive 
to his purity, and forbidden by his 
commandments, but these outward 
works indicate an inward disaffec- 
tion, and prove that their hearts are 
made up of hostility itself—a hostil- 
ity which continually leads them to 
be displeased with God’s character; 
to despise his commands; to mur- 
mur at the dispensations of his pro- 
vidence; to trample upon the blood | 
of his Son, and do despite to the 
Spiritof Grace. “The carnal mind 
is enmity against God; for it js not 
subject to the law of God, neither in- 
deed can be.” Can Jehovah, who 
is of purer eyes than to behold ini- 
quity, view men with complacency 
while they continue in this state?— 
No! He views both their persons 
and their works with unmingled dis- 
pleasure and abhorrence. “They 
that are in the flesh,” i. e, in a state 
of unregeneracy, “cannot please 
God."§ The streams always par- 
take of the nature and qualities of 
the fountain. All the actions, there- 
fore, of those who are under the in- 
fluence of the carnal mind, partake 
of the corruption of the source 
whence they originate. Their be- 
neficence to the poor profiteth no- 
thing, because it does not proceed 
from a spirit of love to Jesus Christ. 
“The ploughing of the wicked,” 
saith the Scripture, “is sin;” and 
their very “sacrifices are an abomi- 
nation.’’|| All their works are un- 
holy, because proceeding from un- 
holy principles and motives; and 
they are daily employed in filling 
the measure of their guilt, and 


+ 7th verse. 
§ 8th verse. 
§ Prov. 21 c. 4 and 27 v. 








“treasuring up wrath against the 
day of wrath, and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God.""*—~ 
How fully does the 13th article of 
our Church, entitled “Qf works be- 
fore justification,” accord with this 
scriptural representation of the state 
o! fallen man? “Works done betore 
the grace of Christ and the inspira- 
tion of his Spirit, are not pleasant to 
God: forasmuch as they spring not 
of faith in Jesus Christ; neither do 
they make men meet to receive 
grace, or (as the school authors say) 
deserve grace of congruity: yea, ra- 
ther, for that they are not done, as 
God hath willed and commanded 
them to be done, we doubt not but 
they have the nature of sin.” 

Do any of my readers ever com- 
plain that evangelical ministers give 
too gloomy a picture of the depra- 
vity, guilt, and impotence of unre~ 
newed men? Let them, with a spirit 
of candour and prayer, reflect upon 
the quotations given above from the 
lively oracles of God, and the stand- 
ards of the Church: and then ask, 
whether such complaints are con- 
sistent with a profession of belief in 
the inspiration of the Holy Scrip- 
tures, or, of attachment to the doc- 
trines of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church? 

Awful and deplorable, indeed, be- 
yond description, is the state of those 
who are “in the flesh.” And are 
any so blind to their own interests, 
as willingly to continue in such a 
state, in which they are subject to the 
wrath of God, and exposed to the 
agonies of endless perdition, while 
an almighty and gracious Saviour 
stands ready to effect their redemp- 
tion? Oh! let all who desire peace 
in death, and glory in eternity, be-’ 
seech him to deliver them from the 
power of the carnal mind, and bring 
them into that spiritual state, which 
hath “promise of the life that now 
is, as well as of that which is to 
come.” 


* Rom, 2. 5. 
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To be “in the efirit,” or, to be a 
true Christian, is directly the reverse 
of that carnal or fieshly state which 
has been described. The true 
christian, though once “dead in 
trespasses and .ins,” has been quick- 
ened from the dead, and raised to 
newness of life, by the mighty pow- 
er of the Holy Ghost. He is now 
“dead indeed unto sin, but alive un- 
to God through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.” Though formerly under 
the influence of the carnal mind; fil- 
led with enmity to Jehovah; mur- 
muring at the dispensations of Pro 
vidence; opposing the gospel of 
grace, and resisting the motions of 
the Holy Spirit;—yet now, the love 
of God shed abroad in his heart, is 
the influential motive and unf.iling 
spring of action. Love, ardent, ope- 
rative love, to an unseen God and 
Saviour, is the master principle 
which commands his soul, and 
brings all its powers and faculties 
into a state of cordial submission 
and obedicnce to the will of Heaven. 
Formerly he was living under the 
frowns of offended Deity, and the 
heavy curses of his violated law; bu: 
now, “there is no condemnation tu 
him, because he is in Christ Jesus;’”* 
“being justified by faith, he has 
peace with God.”’+ 

Though prior to his being made 
a subject of renewing grace, none 
of his actions were pleasing to the 
Holy One, because they proceeded 
from principles impure and unhal 
lowed; yet now, he endeavours to 
maintain an eye single to God’s glo- 
ry, and his actions are pleasing and 
acceptable to Heaven, because they 
are the fruits of a gracious influence 
upon his heart, and are sanctified by 
the faith of the gospel. “If any man 
be in Christ, he is a new creature.” 


-He becomes, as it were, the inhabi- 


tant of another sphere. Habitually 
living like a stranger and pilgrim 
upon earth, we can almost fancy 
* Rom. 8, 1. 
+ bid, 5. 1. 
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| that he breathes the air, and is ani- 


| mated by the spirit, of the pure re- 
| gion in which he is to dwell forever, 
“The righteousness of the law is 
fulfilled” in him, “because he walks 
not after the flesh, but after the spi- 
rit.” He finds, from joyful experi- 
ence, that “to be spiritually minded 
is life and peace.’’* “His fruit is un- 
to holiness, and his end will be ever- 
lasting life.’’t 

Such is the wide difference be- 
tween a state of nature and a state 
of grace; between those who are in 
the flesh and those who are in the 
spirit; between those who bear the 
image of Adam, and those who bear 
the image of Jesus Christ. If this 
broadly marked and clearly defined 
contrast actually exists between the 
renewed and the unrenewed—the 
true followers of Christ, and the 
children of this world,—(and who 
that bows to the authority of the Bi- 
ble, can doubt it?) how infinitely im- 
portant, then, is it that every indivi- 
dual should inquire, “to which of 
these classes do I belong? Am I of 
the number of those who “are not 
in the flesh, but in the spirit?” or, in 
other words, am I a real Christian? 

The only infallible froof of our 
title to this “highest style of man,” 
will be considered in a future num- 
ber. P. K. 


* Rom. 8. 4.6. fibid, 6.22. 
—_— 
From the Christian Observer. 


PART IV. 
THOUGHTS ON THE SABBATH. 
( Continued from p. 53.) 
ANSWERS TO OBJECTIONS. 


When I sat down to communi- 
cate my Zhoughts on the Sabbath 
to the Curistian OnserveR, my 
design was to avoid, as much as 
possible, the appearance of contro- 
versy; and merely to state what I 
conceived to be the doctrine of 
Scripture. But as this subject has 








been treated at large by a modern 
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author, of high reputation in the 
learned world, who has shewn the 
great utility of sabbatical institu- 
tions, but whose views do not alto- 
gether coincide with mine, it might 
appear supercilious in me to omit 
taking particular notice of the argu 
ments which he had adduced to 
prove, that the Sabbath was not in- 
stituted tll after the departure of the 
Israelites from Egypt, and remain- 
ed ia force only during the Jewish 
Dispensation. In my preceding pa- 
pers, 1 have not been inattentive to 
the arguments of this author, and 
have already, in effect, given a reply 
to some of them. I now proceed to 
consider those of which I have hi- 
therto taken no notice, or to which 
my answers have not been ‘suffici- 
endy explicit. 

1. This author candidly acknow- 
ledges, that “if the divine command 
was actually delivered at the crea- 
tion, it was addressed, no doubt, to 
the whole human species alike, and 
continues, unless repealed by some 
subsequent revelation, binding upon 


all who come to the knowledge of 


it.’’* 
It becomes us, then, to weigh with 


the utmost caution the words o! 


Scripture, respecting the transac- 
tions of the seventh day, as record. 
ed in the book of Genesis. If this 
passsage declares, that God then 
blessed the seventh day, and sanc- 
tified it; all debate about the extent 
of the obligation of a sabbatical in- 
stitution is precluded.t 

But it is objected that “the words, 
Genesis ii. 3, do not assert that 
God then blessed and sancufied the 
seventh day; but that he blessed and 
sanctified it for that reason,” be- 
cause that on it he had rested from 
all his work, c.; “sand if any ask, 


why the Sabbath, or sanctification of 


the seventh day, was then mention- 
ed, if it was not then appointed, the 


_* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 
litical Philosophy, 8yo, ed. vol. ii, p. 80. 
+ bhid. 








answer is at hand; the order of con- 
nection, and not of time, introduced 
the mention of the Sabbath, in the 
vistory of the subject which it was 
or‘ained to commemorate.”’} 

I am here at issue with the author 
whom I have quoted, as, in my = 
prehension, the words in Genesis do 
clearly assert, that God then biessed 
and sanctified the seventh day, as 
well as that he sanctified it, because 
that on it he had rested from all his 
work of creation. 

In the first and beginning of the 
second chapter of Genesis, we have 
a distinct chronological account of 
the transaction of the first seven 
days. ater it had pleased God to be- 
yin the stupendous work of creation. 
The transactions of the seventh day 
are as distinctly marked as those of 
any other day, with this difference 
only, that with respect to the six pre- 
ceding days, the work is first men- 
tioned, and then the day; whereas, 
with respect to the seventh, the day 
is first mentioned, and then its trans- 
actions are enumerated. 

On the first day, God said, Let 
there be light, and there was light. 
On the sixth, God created man in 
his own image; and, on the seventh 
day, God ended his work which he 
had made; and he rested on the se- 
venth day fromalihis work which he 
had made; and God blessed the se- 
venth day and sanctified it, because 
that on it he had rested from allhis 
work which God created and made. 
All the transactions enumerated in 
this passage belong to the seventh 
day as clearly, in my apprehension, 
as the creation of man belongs to 
the sixth; nor can I discover any 
thing in the passage, except the di- 
vision into verses, which could mis- 
lead a reader of plain understand- 
ing. On the seventh day, God end- 
ed his work and rested, and blessed 
the day, and sanctified it. All these 
things are mentioned as having tak- 
en place on that day. It is as ex- 


* Ib. p. 76. 
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pressly declared that he tien bless- 
ed and sanctified the day, as that he 
rested onit. I do not know how we 
can prove any thing from scripture, 
if a passage so plain as this is not to 
be understood in its obvious sense, 
unless some subsequent revelation, 
equally clear, had compelled us to 
adopt another meaning. 

he literal sense of the words is 
confirmed by the reason which is 
given for the sanctification of the se- 
venth day. God sanctified the day, 
BECAUSE that in it he had rested 
Jrom all his work which God creat- 
ed and made. One design of the 
original institution, was to celebrate 
the work of creation; and when 
should we expect the celebration to 
commence? Surely at the time im- 
mediately succeeding the transac- 
tion to be celebrated. The Almigh- 
ty has, since the creation, frequently 
appointed periodical times and sig- 


nificant actions, for the purpose of 


commemorating signal interpositions 
of his Providence, or remarkable 
mercies vouchsafed to mankind. In 
all these cases, the celebration was 


directed to commence from the pe- | 


riod of the mercy to be celebrated. 
The Passover began with the deli- 
verance of the Israelites, and the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, at 
the death of Christ. Butto suppose 
that an institution. de-igned to com- 
memorate the creation of the world, 
had no existence till two thousand 
years after the event, is so strange 
in itself, and so contrary to the con- 
duct of God on similar occasions, 
that the idea cannot be received 
without a clear warrant from Scrip- 
ture. 

2. “If the Sabbath had been in- 
stituted at the time of the creation, 
as the words in Genesis may seem 
at first sight to import—it appears 
unaccountable that no mention of it, 
no occasion of even the obscurest 
allusion to it, should occur either in 
the general history of the world be- 
fore the call of éraham, which 
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contains, we admit, only a few me- 
moirs of its early ages, and those ex- 
tremely abridged; or which is more 
to be wondered at, in that of the 
three first Jewish patriarchs, which 
in many parts of the account is suf- 
ficiently circumstantial and domes- 
tic.” 

If the argument contained in this 
passage proves any thing, it will 
prove too much. It will prove, 
that the observance of the Sabbath 
ceased during upwards of four hun- 
dred years after its institution in the 
wilderness; for in all that period we 
have “no mention of it,’? nor does 
“the obscurest allusion to it occur.” 
The history of the settlement of the 
Jews in Canaan, as related inthe book 
of Joshua, is in many parts so circum- 
stantial, that one might have expect- 
ed to find some mention of this im- 
portant institution. The Israelites 
marched round the city of Jericho, 
in military array, during seven suc- 
cessive days, (Joshua vi.) one of 
which must have been the Sabbath; 
yet no express “permission is re- 
corded to dispense with the institu- 
tion” during this week. The book 
of Judges contains a series of re- 
volts from the worship of the true 
God, and of deliverances from the 
miseries which these revolts brought 
upon the Jews. Yet we find in the 
history no reproof for the contempt 
of the Sabbatical institution, though 
this was a crime particularly mark- 
ed by the prophets, as a principal 
cause of the national punishments 
inflicted on that favoured, yet per- 
verse people, 

We argue unfairly, and ina man- 
ner injurious to religion, when we 
oppose the silence of Scripture in 
one part, to its express declarations 
contained in another. Abraham is 
varticularly commended by the Al- 
mighty for his care in commanding 
his children and household to keep 


* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 
litical Philosophy, 8vo. ed. vol, ii. p. 75: 
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the way of the Lord: and we are 
certain, that .déraham rejoiced to 
see the day of Christ, and he saw 
it, and was glad. John viii. 56. 
Yet where do we find, in the Old 
Testament, the least hint that he 
communicated this most important 
branch of knowledge to his family. 

The sacrifices under the Mosaic 
law were typical of the atoning sa- 
crifice made for our salvation by the 
death of Christ, and Moses was in- 
structed in the typical nature of the | 
ceremonial law, when he received 
the commands of God respecting | 
that institution. Zhe law had a sha- | 
dow of good things to come. Heb. 
x. 1. The service of the tabernacle 
afforded a figure for the time then 
firesent, ch. ix. 9; and the Jewish 
priests served unto the example and 
shadow of heavenly things, as Mo- 
SES WAS ADMONISHED OF Gop, when 
he was about to make the taberna- 
cle, ch. viii. 5. Yet where is this 
chief design of the ceremonial law 
mentioned in the writings of Moses, | 
though it is explicitly and repeated- 
ly taught in the New Testament? 

The silence of some parts of the 
Scripture respecting the Sabbath, 
cannot, therefore, with justice be 
opposed to the declarations which 
we find concerning it in other parts 
of the word of God. 

3. It is objected, that in the 16th 
chapter of Exedus, where the Sab- 
bath is first mentioned, after the 
passage in Genesis already quoted, 
there is not “any intimation that the 
Sabbath, then appointed to be ob- 
served, was only the revival of an 
ancient institution, which had been 
neglected, forgotten, or suspended.* 

I wish your readers to examine 
this chapter with attenticn, and con- 





sider, whether the language, upon! 


the first mention of the Sabbath, is 
more suitable to an old institution, 
“neglected or suspended,” or to one 
whicii was totally unknown. 


* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 








litical Philosophy, 8vo. ed. vol. ii. p. 75. i 
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The Israelites having murmured 
in the wilderness for want of food, 
God graciously promises them a mi- 
raculous supply. Behold, I will 
rain bread from heaven Jor you; 
and the people shall go out, and 
gather a ceriain rate every day, 
that I may prove them, whether 
they will walk in my law or n0.— 
And it shall come to pass, that on 
the sixth day they shall frrefare 
that which they bring in; and it 
shall be twice as much as they ga- 
ther daily. Exod. xvi. 4. 5. The 
people obeyed this injunction, and 
on the sixth day they gathered 
twice as much bread; and all the 
rulers of the congregation came 
and told Moses, (ver. 22.) And he 
said unto them, This is that which 
the Lord hath said, To-morrow is 
the rest of the holy Sabbath unto 
the Lord. ver. 23. 

Is this language suitable to a so- 
lemnity which had never been insti- 
tuted? As the Ten Commandments 
had not, at this time, been delivered 
to the Israelites, the duty of sancti- 
fying the seventh day must have 
been totally unknown, if no prior 
command on this subject had exist- 
ed. Whereas the preparation for 
the sabbatical rest, the conduct of 
the rulers of the congregation, and 
the reply of Moses, appear much 
more suitable to the revival of a neg- 
lected institution, than to the ap- 
polmtment of a new one. We may 
be sure, during the oppressive bon- 
dage in Egypt, no such rest could 
have been observed; but the Israel- 
ites having now escaped from their 
oppressors, the institution is revived, 
and a preparation for its celebration 
is commanded, before any mention 
is made of the institution itself. And 
when that preparation is completed, 
the Sabbath is mentioned as a so- 
lemnity already commanded: This 
is that which the Lord hath said, 
To-morrow is the rest of the holy 
Sabbath unto the Lord, 

4, “This interpretation,” that the 
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Sabbath was first instituted in the 
wilderness, “is strongly supported 
by a passage in the prophet Ezekiel, 


where the Sabhath is plainly spoken | 
of as given, and what else can that | 
mean, but as first instituted, in the 
“ Nehemiah also re- | 
counts the promulgation of the sab- , 
batical law amongst the transactions | 


wilderness?” 


in the wilderness.’’* 


The passage in Ezekiel is as fol- | 
lows: J caused them to go forth out | 
of the land of Egypt, and brought | 
And I 


them into the wilderness. 
gave them my statutes, and shewed 
them my judgments, which if a man 
do, he shall even live in them.— 
Moreover also I gave them my 
Sabbaths. chap. xx. 10, 11. 

If this passage proves, that the 
Sabbath was first instituted in the 
wilderness, it will prove that the 
other commandments of the moral 
law were then first promulgated: for 
the language respecting all the com. 
mandments is precisely the same.— 
I Gave them my statutes—I also 
GAVE them my Sabbaths. Yet we 
are sure that the moral law was 
made known to mankind before its 
promulgation at Mount Sinai. ‘The 
sixth and seventh commandments, 
for instance, were ordained from the 
beginning. Gen. ix. 16. Matt. xix. 
Indeed the whole tenor of the Bible, 
before the Israelites formed a dis- 
tinct nation, shews that mankind 
were not left without the knowledge 
of God’s laws: for where no law is, 
there is no transgression. Rom. 
iv. 5. | 

The passage in Nehemiah is of 
the same import with that in Eze- 
kiel. Thou camest down also ufion 
Mount Sinai, and spakest with them 
Srom heaven, and gavest them right 
judgments, and true laws, good sta- 
tutes and commandments; and mad- 
est known unio them thy holy Sab. 
bath. As the true laws and good 
statutes contained in the Ten Com- 


* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 
litical Philosophy, 8vo. ed. vol. ii. p. 76. 
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mandments were not then first given 
though they were then proclaimed 
in a more awful manner, so neither 
was the Sabbath then first instituted. 
As far as we can deduce an argu- 
ment from the similarity of language, 


this must be the consequence. The 


expression, made known, is used in 
Scripture, where the first intimation 
of the thing cannot be intended: as 
God MADE KNOWN Ais ways unto 
Moses, his acts unto the children of 
Israel, (Ps. ciii. 7.); though this was 
not the first communication of his 
will, nor manifestation of his acts to 
mankind. ; 
5. “The Sabbath is described as 
a sign between God and the people 
of Israel, Exod. xx. 12, and xxxi. 
16, 17. Now it does not seem ea- 
sy to understand how the Sabbath 
could be a sign between God and 
the people of Israel, unless the ob- 
servance of it was peculiar to the 
people, and designed to be so.’* 
By a sign, I understand some- 
thing that should distinguish the 
people of God from all the heathen 
nations by whom they were sut- 
rounded. The Jews, while they 
continued obedient, were distirguish- 
ed by their rest from ordinary labors 
every seventh day, and their dedica- 
tion of it to the worship of Jehovah. 
This would mark them out as a pe- 
culiar people, devoted to God’s ser- 
vice. But this will not prove, that 
no obligation lay upon any other 
people to observe a sabbatical insti- 
tution. The observance of all God’s 
commandments was to be a sign or 
badge by which the people of God 
were to be distinguished from other 
nations. Hear, O Israel, the Lord 
our God is one Lord; and thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with 
all thine heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy might. And 
these words which I command thee 
this day shall be in thine heart 
And thou shalt bind them for a SIGN 


* Ib. p. 81. 





= 


+ 6. 


> 
« 
f 





is 





i 





1824. 


upon thine hand, Deut. vi. 4, &c. 
That is, thou shalt consider them as 
a badge, or mark of distinction, by 
which the world may know thou art 
indeed the people of God. But 
none of the commandments would 
distinguish them as a people devoted 
to the service of God, in so peculiar 
a manner as the fourth. Their dis- 
obedience to this command is, there- 
fore, often specified by the prophets 
as a special cause of the punish- 
ments which God inflicted on that 
nation. 

6. “The distinction of the Sabbath 
is, in its nature, as much a positive 
ceremonial institution, as that of ma- 
ny other seasons which were appoint- 
ed by the Levitical law to be kept 
holy.’’* 

It is not possible to conceive any 
duty to be more strictly moral, or 
of more universal obligation, than 
that of worshipping Almighty God. 
And if it is our duty to join in acts 
of public and social worship, some 
fixed time must be appointed for the 
exercise of this duty. There is. 
therefore, nothing more of a positive 
or ceremonial nature in a sabbatical 
institution, than what arises from the 
necessity of the case. He who made 
us for his own pleasure, is surely the 
best judge what portion of our time 
ought to be dedicated to his more 
immediate worship and service. It 
does not appertain to us to inquire, 
why the Almighty confined his work 
of creation to six days; why he rest- 
ed on the seventh; or why he com- 
manded us to sanctify this portion of 
our time: but such an institution 
certainly rests upon different grounds 
from those festivals which God com- 


‘ manded the Jews to observe in com- 


memoration of mercies peculiar to 
that nation. It requires no great 
discernment to see the difference be- 
tween dweiling in booths at a certain 
period of the year, to commemorate 
the protection which the Jewish na- 


_* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 
litical Philosophy, 8vo. ed. vol. ii, p. 81. 
Vor. 6....No. 3—O 
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tion received in the wilderness, and 
the weekly celebration of the mer- 
cies of creation and redemption, 
which are as extensive as the globe 
which we inhabit. 

Whether the Sabbath should be 
celebrated on the first or seventh 
day of the week, is, undoubtedly, a 
circumstance of a positive nature; 
but it is a circumstance which does 
not alter the duties peculiar to the 
Sabbath. The day on which this 
institution ought to be observed 
might have been, and, I doubt not, 
actually was altered by the authority 
of our Saviour, without any alteration 
in the substance of the command- 
ment. 

7.“ Ifthe command by which the 
Sabbath was instituted, be binding 
upon Christians, it must bind as to 
the day, the duties, and the penalty; 
in none of which it is received.’”* 

The duties of the Sabbath are, 
without doubt, essential to the in- 
stitution; but the day is not essen- 
tial. By the penalty our author, I 
suppose, means that of death, which 
was directed to be inflicted on the 
Sabbath-breaker under the Jewish 
dispensation. But if there be any 
argument in this assertion, it will 
prove, that the punishments incur- 
red by a breach of the other com- 
mandments of the moral law, ought 
to be inflicted upon offending Christ- 
ians. It will prove, that the idolater, 
the blasphemer, the adulterer, and 
the stubborn rebellious son, as well 
as the Sabbath-breaker, ought to be 
put to death under the Gospel dis- 
pensation. 

8. “ The observance of the Sab- 
bath was not one of the articles 
enjoined by the Apostles, in the 15th 
chapter of Acts, upon them, which 
Srom the Gentiles were turned unto 
God.’’t 

In addition to the ceremonial pol- 
lutivns, from which the Gentile 


* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 
litical Philosophy, 8yo, ed, vol, ii. p. 82. 
¢ dbid. 


























































S 


106 


Christians were commanded to ab- 
stain, the A postle mentions the crime 
of fornication. Butwe are incom- 
petent to judge, why the breach of 
one command only of the moral law 
is interdicted in this place. Little 
weight ought surely to be attached 
to such negative arguments, res- 
pecting the obligation of the fourth 
commandment of the moral law 
since they oppose the positive dec- 
laration of our Saviour, that he came 
not to remove one jot or tittle ol 
this law; which the Apostle Paul 
also declares was not intended to be 
made void by faith in Jesus Chrst 
Those of your readers, who are 
unacquainted with the work whence 
the above quotations are taken, may 
be ready to conclude, that the author 
meant to speak disrespecttully of 
sabbatical institutions. which is by 
no means the case. He has shewn 
their great utility, and has proved 
that “the assembling upon the first 














public worship, and religious instruc- 
tion, is alaw of Christianity, of divine 
appointment.” He concludes also 
that “the resting on that day froin 
our employments,” is a duty “bind- 
ing upon the conscience of every in- 
dividual in a country, in which a 
weekly Sabbath is established.”’* 
We who live under the British go- 
vernment are so happy as to come 
under the obligation of so excellem 
a law, which declares, that every 
person and persons whatsoever shall. 
on every Lord’s Day, apply them- 
selves to the observance of ihe same, 
by exercising themselves thereon in 
the duties of piety and true religion, 
publicly and privately.”’ 29 Car. II. 
c. 7. 
The most careful consideration, 
which I have been able to give this 
subject has produced a firm persua- 
sion iM my mind, that the obligation 
to this duty is, however, of universal 
extent; and this seems to bave bee» 


* Paley’s Principles of Moral and Po- 
Iitical Philosophy, 8vo. ed. vol? ii. p. 91. 
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day of the week for the purpose of 
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the view which the primitive Chris- 
tians had of the subject, as appears 
from a quotation which our author 
has made from the works of Ire- 
neus. Unusguisqgue nostrum aab- 
batizat sfiritualiter, meditatione 
legis gaudens, oftificium Dei admi- 
irans. Lach of us sfrends the Sab- 
bath in a spiritual manner, medi-« 
tating on the law of God with de- 
light, and contemplating his work- 
manshifi with admiration. 

Lei 1 be remembered, that Ire- 
nzus had been instructed by Poly- 
carp, who was the disciple of the 
Apostie Johu;* that in this passage 
he is not describing any doctrine or 
practice peculiar to himself, but the 
general conduct of Christians; that 
he appropriates the title of Sabdath 
to that day which was set apart for 
religious exercises, and which was 
undoubtedly the first day of the 
week; that the manner of spending 
this day by the early Christians, cor- 
' responds with the description of the 
| Sabbath given by Isaiah; that what 
t.e Jewish prophet commanded, the 
| Curistians practised: and can any 
reasonable doubt remain, that the 
Chrisuan Church had been instruct- 
ed by the Aposties, aud their im- 
mediate successors, to sanctily the 
first day of the week as a Sadbdath 
untothe Lord? A more direct his- 
wrical testimony of t s important 
fact need not be requi ed. 

W. H. 











* Thus Irenzus speaks: “I can de- 
scribe the very spot in which Polycarp 
sat and expounded, and the sermons 
which he preached to the multitude, 
and how he related to us his converse 
with John, and with the rest of those 

who had seen the Lord; how he men- 
_tioned their particular expressions, and 

what things he had heard from them of 
. the Lord, and of his miracles and of his 
doctrines. As Polycarp had received 
from the eye-witnesses of the Word.of 
Life, he told us all things agreeable to 
the Scriptures ”°—Milner’s Ecclesiastical 
History, vol. i. p. 312, 2d ed. Life of 
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PHAisceellaneous Departinent. 


For the Repertory. 
GARTH GRANVILLE.—A STORY. 
(Continued from page 63.) 
CHAPTER II. 


Though deeply occupied in these 
and similar reflections, I could not 
but remark that my companions, 
having ended, as it seemed, their 
private conference, joined me with 
an air of embarrassment and indeci. 
sion. More than once, a half utter- 
ed sentence gave intimation, that 
sone request, or at the least some 
co:;nimunication, was to be made, in 
which, though both were interested, 
yet neither was willing to be the 
spokesman. 

With a view to give them time 
to settle this matter at their leisure, 
I determined not to notice their 
lovks; but observed, in allusion to 
the passing scene, “that I had never 
before so well understood, or rather 
so truly felt, the nature of the obli- 
gauon under which we were laid, at 
that moment, when ‘the Sabbath 
was made for man.’ The privileg« 
of such a day, is indeed a gift wor 
thy of the giver of all good.” 

Whether the urba.e and gentle 
Mr. Howard really expressed his 
sentiments on the suby-ct, or whe- 
ther, having shaped his request into 
the form in which he meant to give 
it utterance, and finding it delayed 
even in the very instant of projec- 
tion, by an assertion which he doubt 
ed not his friend would consider as 
matter for argument, and therefore 
intended to save time by contradict- 
ing it himself, I do not undertake to 
determine; but, be this as it may, 
he answered, “I cannot agree with 
you, Doctor; I consider Sunday as 
avery unprofitable and unpleasant 
interruption, both of business and of 
pleasure; and its observance, occa- 
sioning, as it does, a total loss of 
one-seventh of our time, a serious 








and weighty evil.” Before I could 
do more than testify my abhorrence 
of such expressions by a look of as- 
tonishment, his companion, Mr. 
Selwyn, had convinced him that he 
would suffer no man to contradict a 
Jain truth in his presence, beside 
himself. 

‘Heard ever any man,” said he, 
“the like of that?) Pray, my worthy 
friend, how much loss of business, 
or pleasure, have vou sustained by 
an observance of the Sabbath?” 

“Peccavi, peccavi,” said Howard, 
“I meant not to provoke you to 
combat.” 

‘Nay, but I will put this thing 
on its right foot,”’ replied Selwyn. 
‘’Tis a childish, idle cavil this, 
which.not only you, but (under fa- 
vour be it spoken) many ot ers who 
ought to consider matters more 
deeply, raise against the Sabbath. 
Hindrance of business and pleasure, 
did you say? The Sabbath a hin- 
drance? Why, man, it is ever your 
most prime and particular day, for 
both the one and the other.” 

‘He is in for it now,” said How- 
ard, with an air of mach vexation, 
He is fairly entered; and stop him 
who can.” 

“And first for pleasure,” contin- 
ued Selwyn, disregarding his friend’s 
»bservation. Give me your atten- 
tion, gentlemen; there is something 
very curious and particular in the 
elucidation of this subject, as thus: 
Have you not always found, that in 





‘the gratification of any predominant 


passion, or in the attainment of any 
particular object, you received a 
prodigious increase of enjoyment 
from the reflection, that it was a 
thing forbidden? Now, keeping 
this in view, do you not at once see, 
it accounts for an otherwise extra- 
ordinary circumstance, that from’ 
the chiefest magistrates to the low- 
est mendicants—that from. tables 
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where canvass-backs and Cham- 
pagne are dealt out to senators, to 
hovels where gin, whiskey, and beef 
liver, furnish forth the inelegant re- 
past, all men take delight to eat, 
drink, and be merry, in a peculiar 
manner, on that day; and that there 
is more scandal, more gossiping, 
more visiting, carried on during the 
Sunday, than on any other day in 
the seven. It is simply, I say, from 
this one consideration, namely, that, 
being ordered to keep holy the Sab- 
bath day, we are determined to 
show our independence, and say, 
we will not.” 

Wishing to urge him on, for I 
was amused by his obviously intend- 
ed satire, I observed, “But the the- 
atres and assembly rooms, Mr. Sel- 
wyn, being shut (in this country at 
least) on the Sabbath e 

“Suppose they are,” he returned 
quickly, “are not the coflee houses, 
and taverns open? are there not pri- 
vate tea-parties and public walks? 
Go to, now; the Sabbath is no bar to 
pleasure: and as for business, pray, 
genuemen, are you prepared to say 
that there is less business done on 
that day, than on any other? Is it 
not the chief day for the trader to 





settle his accounts of the week? for. 


the lawyer to look into his family 
concerns? for the statesman and 
man of office to pay his morning vi- 
sits? for the planter and farmer to 
Inspect his enclosures, look up his 
stock, and plan his operations for 
the ext week’s work?” 

“Mr, Selwyn,” said Howard, with 
an air of grave remonstrance, “will 
you allow me to ask, of Dr. Gran- 
ville, that which I see you have no 
mind to ask yourself? Doctor,’’ he 
continued, “will you do us the fa- 
vour to give us some insight into the 
character of Colovel Marley, and a 
hint how we can best secure his 
good graces?” 

So, so, thought I, sets the wind 
in that quarter? I am to introduce 
these dashing looking gentlemen to 
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| Marlevale; but I shall take care 
| how I meddle with men who can 


make so light of the Sabbath—the 
gentle Mr. Howard especially. De- 
termining on my course, I answer- 


ed, without reserve— 


“Colonel Marley’s immense 
wealth has been accumulated by an 
unceasing and unwearied attention 
to agricultural pursuits. Engaged 
from his youth in the most active 
employments, he has had neither 
leisure nor inclination to improve 
his mind; yet, sensible of his own 
deficiency in matters of taste and 
learning, he highly values their pos- 
session in the persons of others.— 
The unlimited control which he 
exercises over his servants and de- 
pendants, has given him a dictatorial 
air; and thus, though he values him- 
self in a particular manner on his 
Republicanism, he ever reminds 
you of the gouty Sire of Serena, 
who, though a determined whig all 
the morning, 


“Yet every night, by transmutation rare, 
“Turn’d to a Tory in his elbow-chair.” 


Colonel Marley is, however, a frank, 
generous, hospitable man;—more 
friendly he need not be; more po- 
lite and refined he would be, if he 
could. 

We had now arrived at the church 
door, and Colonel Marley’s coach 
stopped the way. At this instant, I 
perceived my friend Mordaunt, (for 
such was the minister’s name,) and 
leaving my gay companions to make 
their approaches to the ladies of 
Marlevale as best they might, I has- 
tened to greet my old school-fellow. 

Mordaunt’s manner had lost no- 
thing of that affectionate cordiality 
for which I ever admired and loved 
bim, and lefi me no reason to sup- 
pose that he was not equally delight- 
ed with myself, at the unexpected 
prospect of a renewal of our intima- 
cy. Aware that this was no time to 
engage my friend’s attention, I 
squeezed his hand, with an emotion 
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which not only evinced the plea- 
sure I received from seeing him, 
but from seeing him invested with 
the sacred character of a minister 
of the blessed gospel; and then left 
him, with an intimation that I would 
join him after the service, with no 
intention of a speedy relinquish- 
ment of his society. 

As L advanced towards the church 
door, and passed the several groups 
which were collected in the yard, I 
could not but ask myself, “how, oh! 
how will he get at the hearts of this 
people? Here is a parcel of politi- 
cians: one, more empty, and of 
course more noisy, than the rest, is 
vociferating the praises of his fa- 
vourite candidate for the presiden- 
cy. here stand a collection of 
quidnuncs, swallowing with greedy 
ears the tattle of the neighbourhood. 
The agriculturists are disputing and 
boasting of their crops; the agents 
for the purchase of them are dis- 
persed, whispering to one, making 
settlements with others, and engag- 
ing the attention of all.—“Fervet 
ofius.”’ Among the thoughtless be- 
ings here present, pre-eminent for 
rank and fashion, are the fair ladies 
of Marlevale, and my new acquaint- 
ances, Messrs. Howard and Selwyn. 
The gentlemen, it appeared, were 
known to the lady mother, and young 
ladies; they are made acquainted 
with the- Colonel; a profusion of 
bows are exchanged. The greatly- 
to-be-desired * Gentlemen, do me the 
favour to go home and take dinner 
with me,” is pronounced; and the 
party, all flushed with hope, all redo- 
lent of joy and youth—all bent on 
conquest, some to undo, and some 
to be undone—enter the church. 

Mr. Howard passed me, in par- 
ticular attendance on Mrs. Marle- 
vale; and gave me a look, which, if 
I rightly read, implied, “you see, 
sir, we have managed without you.” 
If he understood the look I returned 


him, it said, “I am well content it 
should be so.’”’ 
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It was with awful emotion that I 
saw my friend enter the sacred desk; 
and when he asked “the Lord to be 
with us,” never was response more 
sincerely made than mine, when I 
said, “and with thy Spirit.” I have 
reason to believe he was with us 
both, and shall have cause to ad- 
vert to this matter hereafter. I 
must now proceed. 

I have before said this was a weal- 
thy and respectable neighbourhood. 
There were some familics of distinc- 
tion; many of no small pretensions; 
and in general the people were in- 
dustrious, sober, and free from the 
indulgence of any gross immoral- 
ities. 


“Content to dwell in decencies forever,” 


they were little concerned for more 
than the outward observance of re- - 
ligion, The young gentleman who 
was my friend’s competitor for the 
Cure of the Parish, had highly com- 
plimented the congregation on the 
good repute in which they lived, 
and had greatly advanced his own 
interest thereby. I remembered 
that Mordaunt, whilst a school-boy, 
had gone by the name of Dick Down- 
right; and fearing that, in this particu- 
lar, he had grown never the wiser, 
as he grew older, my consternation 
tnay be easily imagined, when I 
heard him select for his text a part 
of the 15th verse, 3d chapter Reve- 
lations: “J would thou wert cold 
or hot.” 

He began by exposing the pecu- 
liar absurdity and wickedness of 
lukewarmness in religion; arguing 
upon the plain principle, “that reli- 
gion is of all things the most impor- 
tant in itself, and the most interest- 
ing to us.” 

So far all was taken in good part; 
but when the preacher, adverting to 
the circumstances in which he was 
placed, as willing and anxious to ad- 
minister to them in spiritual things, 
plainly told them that he knew their 
works, that they were neither cold or 
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hot, the most intense and scrutiniz 
ing attention was paid to his every 
word and look. “That the congre- 

tion of this church,” said he, “thas 
long held, and does still hold, a high 
and respectable standing in society, 
is not only an unquestionable truth, 
but an often, perhaps too often, re- 
peated remark: for whilst, in the 
scale of intellectual refinement, few 
parishes can be said to stand at a 
higher grade, it is a lamentable fact, 
deplored by the serious, acknow- 
ledged even by the gay, that it hath 
been chiefly remarkable for that 
Laodiceay spirit of lukewarmness, 
which he who has the keys of hell 
and death, has declared he will spew 
out of his mouth. 

“My respectable hearers,” said 
he, “let me beseech you by the 
mercies of God, by your hopes of 
happiness in that eternal world to 
which we are all so fast hastening, 
that you will ever give me on this 
subject your patient hearing; that 
you will bear with my infirmities; 
that you will not willingly misunde:- 
stan. or depreciate my views; wiilst 
I humbly, but strongly urge vou to 
awake from this sleep of death, and 
come to him who alone can give 
you life. Consider, that with many 
of you the night is far spent, the day 
is at hand; let us then be feelingly 
and awfully warned by the message 
sent to them of Sardis: ‘I know thy 
works, that thou hast a nanie, that 
thou livest and art dead; be watch- 
ful, and strengthen the things that 
remain, and are ready to die, for I 
have not found thy works perfect 
before God.’ 

“Thatsome things remain, though 
ready to die, and which, if you are 
watchful, you may still be able to 
strengthen, is my assured belief; 
and in this belief, which serves to 
throw a brightning ray on those 
clouds of darkness and desolation 
which now hang over your mourn- 
ing Zion, I will yet hoe to see her 
toose herself from the bands of her 








neck, and rise and shake herself 
from the dust. 

“But in order to this, we are told 
that we must be watchful to strength- 
en the things which remain: and 
this brings me to the consideration 
of those points, to which I would 
call you to attend, with all that so- 
lemnity and seriousness, which be- 
comes creatures who profess to have 
a wish not only to flee from - the 
wrath to come, but that the Spirit 
itself may bear witness with their 
spirits, that they are the children of 
God, and heirs of immortal glory. 

“One of the most prevailing cau- 
ses of the lukewarm state of religion 
among you, I believe to be this: you 
are a people towards whom, though 
the finger of reproach can seldom 
be pointed, and that of ridicule ne- 
ver, yet discretion being your cardi- 
nal virtue, and excess of every kind 
what you most dread and most care- 
fully avoid; you expunge zead from 
your catalogue of virtues, lest it 
should hurry you into an error you 
so much abhor. Hence it is that 
you esteem religion as an object of 
veneration, rather than of affection; 
of respect, rather than of love; and 
you seem to believe, that there is 
something of irreverence in any fa- 
miliarity with the subject: thus pla- 
cing it at an awful distance, as a 
toning whose mysterious grandeur 
would be diminished by too near an 
approach. 

“Again, religion engages your at- 
tention, as the laws of the land en- 
gage it; as something sacred, as be- 
ing established by custom; but you 
do not consider it as of individual 
concern. It is sedulously excluded 
from your social parties, from your 
private conversations; and you do 
not, as the Jews under their dispen- 
sation were commanded to do, speak 
of it whenever you sit in your hous- 
es, when you walk by the way, when 
you lie down, and when you rise 
up. 
Among the many causes which 
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appear to keep you ata sort of de- 
termined distance from the manifes- 
tation of any thing like active devo- 
tion, this deserves to be particular 
ly mentioned: when you witness 
apy thing which you may couside: 
as injudicious in any high but ec- 
centric professor,, you straightway. 
on such occasions, affect to believe 
that this is a fair specimen of all ac 
tive religion; and because you dk 
not entirely approve of his mode of 
worship, or habits of thinking o1 
feeling, you determine not to think 
or feel on the subject of religion ai 
all, lest you should think and feel 
with those whom you suppose to be 
in error. That this statement is cor 
rect, as regards most of you, I have 
no hesitation in declaring my belie; 
and I feel irresistibly prompted, be- 
fore I quit the subject, to subjoin 
few reflections, notof my own, but 
of a divine, ‘whose praise is in all the 
churches,” In illustrating this point, 
namely, lukewarroness in religion, 
the author in question has the tol. 
lowing words:” 

‘Religion is of all things the most 
important. ‘This we cannot deny, 
without openly pronouncing it an 
imposture. If there be a God, as 
relizion teaches us, he is the most 
glorious and most lovely being; and 
nothing can be so important to us as 
his favour, or so terrible as his dis- 
pleasure. If he be our maker, our 
lawgiver, our benefactor, and judge, 
it must be our greatest Concern to 
serve him with all our might. Ii 
Jesus Christ be such a Saviour as 
our religion represents, and we pre- 
fess to believe, he demands our 
warmest love and most lively servi- 
ces. If eternity. if heaven and heh, 
and the final judgment, be realities 
they are certainly the most august, 
the most awful, the most importan! 
realities, and, in comparison with 
them, the most weighty concerns of 
the present life ave but tifles 
dreams, and shadows. If pray«: 
and religious exercises are our du- 
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ty, certainly they require all the vi- 
gour of our souls, and nothing can 
be more absurd and incongruous 
than to perform them in a languid, 
careless manner. If there be any 
life within us, these are the objects 
to call it forth. Here we can never 
be so much in earnest as the case 
requires. Trifle about any thing, 
but, ob! do not trifle here. Be care- 
iess and indifferent about health, 
life, fortune, and the world; but, oh! 
be not careless and indifferent about 
such immense concerns as these.’ 

“Having endeavoured to show, 
and, as I trust, made manifest in 
your consciences, that, a8 a congre- 
gation of christians, you are luke- 
warm, spiritless, and languid; it re- 
mains for me to point out to you the 
course I would recommend, as the 
only apparent means which experi- 
ence, reason, and, above all, revela- 
tion, discovers, for the recovery of 
your nearly lost estate: and now, 
‘praying that the God of peace that 
brought again from the dead our 
Lord Jesus Christ, that good Shep- 
herd of the Sheep, through the blood 
of the everlasting covenant.’ may 
give you patient, teachable, and 
humble minds, to receive with meek- 
ness what I shall propose in these 
great, these awful matters; I proceed 
to lay before you those propositions, 
your acceptance of which I hold in- 
dispensably necessary, towards the 
right working in your minds of that 
engrafted word of God which is able 
to save your souls; and here I must 
observe, that if you accept me as 
your spiritual guide, so long as I en- 
deavour to show myself approved 
unto Ged, as a workman that need 
not be ashamed, rightly dividing the 
word of truth, wecourding to the plo- 
rious gospel of the bicssed God, 
which 1s committed to my trust; I 
shall have a right to demand your 
attention, to require your confidence, 
and, so far as I can produce the 
sanction of the revealed will of God, 
to expect your obedience.” 














The countenances of most of the 
congregation, which had indeed been 
‘gathering blackness’ from the time 
he began to allude to the state of 
their religion, were now turned up- 
on him with an indignation they were 
at no pains to conceal; and when, 
after having thus demanded their 
obedience, he began to propose cer- 
tain plans and reforms as necessary 
for their spiritual welfare, | was not 
a little concerned least many of them 
should leave the church. 

‘The establishment of prayer- 
meetings,’ suid he, ‘in all such hous- 
es as are suitable, and where they 
will be permitted, seems to offer 
the most ready, the most palpable 
mode of infusing into every part of 
the parish that spirit of piety, under 
which, if you continue to languish, 
no tears can wash away the fatal, the 
inevitable consequences. 

‘There are not wanting those who 
contend that the parish church is 
the only place from whence our 
joint orisons should ascend up to a 
throne of grace; and that prayer- 
meetings are calculated to destroy 
the unity of the congregation, by 
forming churches within a church. 
I will not waste an argument on such 
persons, however learned, or how- 
ever gifted. What says the apos- 
tle? ‘Let us hold fast the profes- 
sion of our faith, without waver- 
ing; for he is faithful that promis- 
ed: and let us consider one another 
to provoke unto love and to good 
works; nut forgetting the assembling 
ourselves together, as the manner of 
some is, but exhorting one another, 
and so much the more as ye see 
the day apfiptroaching.’ 

‘Now, whilst I would wish to fecl 
that the privilege of assembling to- 
gether in his name, on God’s own 
appointed day, is great and glorious; 
whilst I wish to teach your hearts 
to be glad, when it is said, ‘let us 

into the house of the Lord;’ whilst 
T conSdently believe that the sainc- 
tuary of the Most High has been, to 
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many a gladdened soul, ‘nv other 
than the gate of Heaven;’ yet, I 
must insist that the words of St 
Paul just quoted, clearly and dis- 
tinctly convey to my mind the idea 
vi meetings more social and uncon- 
strained than of assemblages in 
temples set apart for the purpose; 
and that, in fact, they are intended 
to press the necessity of such con- 
vocations of friends and acquaintan- 
ces as we, in the language of the 
present day, denominate frayer- 
meetings.’ 

I cannot follow him through his 
exhortation to family worship. I 
reserve that for another occasion.— 
He concluded with the following 
salutary advice and wishes of the 
Apostie: 

‘Pray without ceasing; in every 
thing give thanks; for this is the 
will of God in Christ Jesus con- 
cérning you: prove all things; hold 
fast that which is good; abstain from 
all appearance of evil; quench not 
the Spirit. And the very God of 
peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God, your whole spirits, souls 
and bodies, be preserved blameless 


j unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 


Christ.—A men. 

As I could not but know that the 
opinions of persons of so much con- 
sequence in the parish, as were the 
dwellers in Marlevale, would in a 
great measure determine the ques- 
tion relative to my friend’s prospect 
of settling amongst us, it may be 
imagined that my eye frequently 
wandered from the preacher to the. 
pew of Colonel Marley. Great dis- 
satisfaction evidently prevailed there- 
in. But the uneasiness which was 
produced in the different members 
of the family, arose, it was easy to 
perceive, from widely different sour- 
ces. The Colonel, as it appeared 
to me, was rather astonished and 
confounded, than mortified or of- 
fended, by the plain dealing of the 
preacher; while in his high-minded 
help mate, the expression of indig- 
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nation and displeasure was open and i 


Miss Serena was cer-| 


} 


apparent. 
tainly ill at ease; but whether her 
vexations arose from the discourse | 
of the preacher, or from certain 
looks of the gentle Mr. Howard, 
which were bent rather on her sis- 
ter than on herself, I care not just 
now to determine, Miss Sophia re- 
ceived the looks aforesaid with suf- | 
ficient complacency; but her per- | 
plexed air and manner evidenced | 
that all was not as it should be, even | 
with her. ‘The youngest daughter, | 
Miss Matilda, was not, as it seemed 
without her cause of anxiety: She | 
frequently turned her eye with deep | 
concern from the preacher to her, 
parents, and then towards me; but} 
she had frequently heard me ex-| 
press my high respect and regard | 
for Mordaunt, and it was natural she 
should feel anxious he should give 
satisfaction. Now, she could not 
but see, he was ruining himself. 
root and branch, and all who should 
agree with him, in the opinion of 
her mother, at least. 

As the congregation were leaving 
the church, I was so hemmed in. 
that the Marlevale family reached 
the spot in which I was fixed before 
I could make my escape, which, I 
scruple not to say, was my inten- 
tion. The goad lady, from some 
cause as yet inexplicable, has un- 
dertaken to patronize me, in press- 
ing me into her service in some 
shape or other, and forces me of- 
ten, as in the present instance, to 
exclaim, with the petulant poet, 


“No place is sacred; not the Church is 
free; 

“And Sunday shines no Sabbath-day to 
me.” 


“Ah! Dr. Granville,” said the la- 
dy, as she approached me, “I am 
quite delighted you are here; we 
shall hear no more of your Mr. 
Mordaunt, | hope.” Mrs. Marley, 
on addressing me, had dismissed so 
much of the displeasure which had, 
Vor. 6....No. 3.—P 
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during the sermon, been gathering 
on her brow, as to enable her to ap- 
pear at least composed, if not com- 
placent; but on my openly espous- 
ing the cause of the offending min- 
ister, her urbanity and discretion at 
once deserted her, and she gave me 
one of those “horse-shoe frowns,” 
which would have disgraced a lineal 
descendant of the house of Red- 
gauntlet. “I am sorry, sir,” she 
said, “to deprive you of the plea- 
sure of dining with Mr. Selden; but 
my maid Jenny, sir, is extremely 
ill, and you will do me the favour 
to see her, sir; immediately, sir;” 
and she passed on. The indignant 
flush was still on my cheek, when I 
felt my elbow touched, and the gen- 
tle voice of Matilda Marley met my 
ear: “Poor Jenny is severely ill, 
Doctor Granville; I need say no- 
thing more to one of your disposi- 
tion.” 

I must confess, that to one of my 
disposition, it required that much 
more should have been said on the 
occasion, to make one yield, witha 
good grace, to this ungracious be- 
haviour on the part of my lady Mar- 
ley; but whilst I yet deliberated, I 
was carried by the crowd out of the 
church door, and joined by Mor- 
daunt. “I am placed in an unplea- 
sant dilemma,” said I, taking his 
hand: “a most imperious and un- 
pleasant call is made on me, and I 
fear I must lose your society, or’ — 

“If it is a call of duty, you must 
obey it,” said Mordaunt, “however 
unpleasant: which way does it take 
you!” 

“To Marlevale.” 

“Very good,” he replied, smiling; 
‘‘we shall meet sooner than you ex- 
pect; hie away, and see your pa- 
tient: all w'!! go well.” 

( To be continued.) 





That which charity teaches us to call 
but a mote in our brother’s eye, true re- 
pentance and godly sorrow will teach us 
to call a beam in our own.—[M. Henry. 































































PAMILY RELIGION. 


Extract from a Sermon from Amos, chap- 
ter 7th, verse 8, latter clause, deliver- 
ed before the Annual Convention of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church of 
North  arolina, by the Rt. Rev. J. S- 
Ravenscroft, D. D. 


“}or the increase and advance- 
ment of true godliness, let me re- 
commend the observance and culti- 
vation of family religion. 

“Without this root and spring, 
under God, of all holy desires, all 
good counsels, and all just works, 
hope is vain for the Church and the 
State; we shall sink into a nation of 
infidels. 

“That the practice has declined 
in the families of professing chris- 
tians; that it is abandoned in all 
others, is known by all who hear 
me atthis moment. And that the 
consequences are the bitter fruit of 
increasing crime and profaneness, 
is recorded in every court, and wit- 
nessed by every sabbath. 

“But, my brethren and hearers, 
could this be so, were the princi 
ples of our holy religion early and 
carefully instilled into the minds of 
the rising hope of this great and 
growing christian nation? Was the 
fear of God, and the reverence of 
his most holy name, and the obser. 
vance of his worship, and the know 
ledge of his life-giving precepts, in- 
culcated and manifested in our fam- 
ilies, would so little of it be seen in 
the world?. Awake then, from this 
torpor, ye christian fathers and mo- 
thers—irom this deadly delusion of 
adulterated religion, which is so fast 
swallowing up the dearest hope you 
can entertain of a happy eternity, 
with those who are dearest to you 
here. ‘Trample under your feet, 
those pestilent doctrines which ine- 
vitably lead to this criminal neglect, 
by confiding the hope, and by neces- 
sary consequence the duties of the 
Gospel, to a chosen few. Arise to 
the bicssed assurance of God’s pub- 
lic message by his only begotten 
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Son—“that he hath not appointed 
you or them to wrath, but to obtain 
salvation by our Lord Jesus Christ;” 
“who by the grace of God, tasted 
death forevery man.” Believe this 
his true and faithful word, against 
all the sophistry of men; diligently 
use and apply the means provided 
by the wisdom and goodness of God, 
for your advancement in knowledge, 
and growth in grace; and no longer 
suffer your children to grow up like 
the wild asses colt, alike ignorant of 
God and of themselves, of the word 
of his grace, of his sabbaths, his or- 
dinances, his mercies, his judg- 
ments, and that eternity in which all 
these end; and where you and they 
must meet to enjoy or suffer for 
ever; according to the improvement 
or abuse here, of the talents com- 
mitted to your trust. 

“Oh! it is an awakening thought 
to contemplate a godless gospel 
family, assembled before the judge 
ment seat of Christ, and to carry out 
the consequence to the misery that 
awaits them; and that misery dou- 
bled by the near and dear ties which 
connect them; hell made hotter by 
the endless reproach—we neglected 
our children’s souls—my father and 
mother hardened me against God— 
they trained me to perdition. 

“Qh! it is a heart cheering, soul- 
enlivening vision, to go in the mind’s 
meditation, with the faithful father 
and mother, to the same awful tribu- 
nal, and see the holy confidence with 
which they stand and say—* Behold 
us, Lord, and the children thou hast 
given us.” We have taught them 
thy fear; and by thy grace kept them 
in the way; we surrender them to 
thy mercy, through thy dear Son. 
“Well done, good and faithful ser- 
vants, ye have been faithful in afew 
things, enter ye into the joy of your 
Lord.” But who can speak that 
joy, when all the dear ties of nature 
in this life shall be refined, purified 
and perpetuated in glory; when con- 
jugal, parental and filial love, shall 
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be swallowed up, but not lost, in the 
love and e: joyment of God for ever. 

“And is Uus, dear brethren, are 
sult, in the one case tw be shunned as 
desiruction; in the other to be desir- 
ed as lile’ Oh, if it be! (and what 
Christian parent does not feel that it 
is all this? let the plain and certain 
road to the attainmeut of this bles- 
seduess, be pursued by all Discard, 
for ever, my brethren and hearers, 
this murderous neglect of the souls 
of your chiidren and servants; and 
as you are able, call ‘hem round the 
famaly aliar, aud invoke the blessing, 
the promised blessing of God, upon 
your holy purpose; restrain them 
from all violations of the Lord’s day; 
cultivate his fear in their hearts ; and 
show, by the example of your lives. 
that you fear his name, and hope in 
his mercy. 

“Especially upon you, my Epis 
copal brethren, is this primary duty 
entorced, by every priuciple you 
proless, by every obligation that can 
be undertaken, and by every sanc- 
tion known to ume and to eternity. 
Your baptismal sponsion for your 
children involves it, by the solemn 
stipulauions then entered into; and 
the promises of God therein sealed 
to them, is your full and sufficient 
warrant, to engage in this fruitful 
work, with assurance of success.— 
Let then, the inscriptions on your 
dwellings be: “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord.” To 
this source of supply, the Church 
looks forthe enlargement of her bor- 
der, and the extension of her com- 
munion—for the spread of the Gos 
pel, and its triumph over all its ene- 
mies. 

“And to what other source cap 
we reasonably look, my brethren, 
not only for the advancement, but 
for the continuance of religion among 
us. Let us ask ourselves, and re- 
flect seriously upon it—what propor- 
tion do the conversions, which we 
occasionally hear of, bear to the num- 
bers annually coming into and going 
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out of life? In this state, do they 
amount to 500 in the year—to one 
for every 1000 of its population? 
I know not; but I doubt it. But 
say they amount to five times this 
number, and are all sound conver- 
sions of the heart to God— what is 
this to the annual drain by death, of 
souls dead to God, unprepared for 
eternity; what to the multitudes who 
know not God, and obey not the 
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ ; 
who have grown up without him, and 
must in all probability die without 
him, what is this to the thousands 
coming forward into life, the hope of 
days to come, equally unfurnished : 
O let the alarming calculation star- 
tle us from this delusion of double 
death, and convert us from depen- 
dence on the extraordinary, to the 
serious use of the ordinary means 
which God has provided, command- 
ed, and promised to bless, in train- 
ing up our children in the nurture 
and admonition of the Lord, that his 
converting grace may change their 
hearts, transform their lives, and en- 
rich the Church and the world, with 
sound and instructed believers, se- 
rious and experienced Christians, 
and firm professors of the hope of 
the Gospel ‘Thus, and thus only, 
shall the objections of the infidel be 
done away; the vain reasonings of 
the disputer of this world be answer- 
ed and refuted; and the means cor- 
responding with the end, and the 
fruit crowning the work, make all 
men see, that God is with us of a 
truth, Thus adorning the doctrine 
of God our Saviour, by the union of 
profession and practice, Jacob shall 
arise, and his light shine. Thus 
shall his seed possess the gate of his 
enemies, and the Lord whom we 
seek shall suddenly come to his tem- 
ple, and “the glory of this latter 
house shall be greater than the for- 
mer, saith the Lord of Hosts.” 





Discontent.—We must not think 
so much of our wants as our havings. 


I 
hi 
i 
4 
? 


| 
| 
| 
| 





a ° 


Saha 


we Y 


oo PD 


oe 





116 LATTIN VERSION OF PSALM 105. ect. 


For the Washington Theological Repertory. 


Messrs. Editors: The following Latin version of the hundred and third 
Psalm, m sapphic measure, is one of my College Prolusions, which, if 
you deem it worthy a place in your Miscellany, you may insert in some 
spare corner, in case of a dearth of more valuable matter.—Its publi- 
cation may perhaps elicit from other sources some more felicitous at- 
tempts to attune the Latin lyre to the Songs of Zion. Of its many de- 
fects, I am not inseusible; but ne one who knows the difficulty of such 
compositions, and how necessary constant practice is to acquire any dex- 
terity in Latin versification, will think of looking for such perfection in the 
exercises of our American Schools, as in those of the well drilled Pro. 
sodijans of Eton, and Westminster. I will only add, that had I seen the 
elegant version of Buchanan before this was written, it would either have 





been done better, or not at all. It was undertaken during a momentary 
glow, exciied by the beauties of the 105d Psalm. At such times, we are 
apt to mistake the fervour of admiration for the inspiration of genius, and 
to imagine we can write because we can feed. Good natured critics will 
forgive some parental partiality towards one’s literary offspring, produced 


at such times. 


PSALMUS 103. 


Pradica Divum superum, Jehovam, 
Viribus totis, anima; atque cordis 
Intime fibre venerentur altos 

Patris honores, 


Cor, cave fallax, benefacta multa 

Ne sinas unquam fugere 1mmemor te 

Ejus, ignoscit vitiis tuis qui, 
Omnibus, atque 


Omnibus morbis penitus medetur; 

Qui tuam vitam redimit periclo, 

Gratia qui te cumulat, favore 
Immeritoque. 


Is tibi letas epulas ministrat, 

Sic juventutem renovans, ut ales 

Regius prodit nitido colore, 
Vere ineunte. 


Promptus oppressis Des ultor idem, 
Quos tegit, cuiquam tribuens quod z- 
quunm; 
Is suos calles patefecit olim 
Miraque gesta 
Filio Amrami, et populo sequenti 
Illius ductum, pecus ut magistrum, 
Dira ab “gypto, patriam ad rigatam 
Lacteque melle. 


“Gertis humane Pater atque Custos,” 
Mitis, et lenis precibus virorum; 
Ut parens natum, miseratur illos 

Jura tenentes, 


AUSTRALIS. 


PSALM 108. 


Praise the Lord, O my soul; and all 
that is within me, praise his holy name. 


Praise the Lord, O my soul; and for- 
get not all his benefits; who forgiveth 
all thine iniquities; 


Who healeth all thy diseases; who re- 
deemeth thy life from destruction; who 
crowneth thee with loving kindness and 
tender mercies; 


Who satisfieth thy mouth with good 
things; so that thy youth is renewed 
like the eagle’s.* 


The Lord executeth righteousness 
and judgment for all that are oppressed. 
He made known his ways unto Moses; 
his acts unto the children of Israel. 


The Lord is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger, and plenteous in mercy. 
Like asa father pitieth his children, so 
the Lord pitieth them that fear him. 
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Temporis punctum sua durat ira, 

Et cito ponit metuenda tela; 

Nec magis celum superat profundum 
Hec loca terre, 


Occidens nec Sol oriente distat 

Longius, quam dimovet Ile culpas 

Veserit qui hujus scelus omne, vitans 
Terribilem iram. 


Scit Creator quam fragiles sumus nos, 

Pulvere ex orti, et breviter manentes; 

Floribus non absimiles perimus 
Flamine sxvo. 


Calo in erexit solium Jehova, 

Lene sceptrum omni dominatur orbi; 

Angeli! vos carminibus sonoris, 
Tollite Jovam. 


Igneas arces populi! colentes, 

Jussa qui patrant vel amoris, ira, 

Numinis laudes celebrate dignas 
Omnipotentis. 


Hunc, Deum vestrum, canite hunc cre- 
atx 
Universe res! Dominum universum; 
Laudibus gratis celebra supremum 
Mens mea Jovam. 
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He will not always chide; neither will 
he keep his anger forever; for as the 
heaven is high above the earth, so g cat 
is his mercy towards them that fear him. 

As far as the east is from the west, so 
far hath he removed our transgressons 
from us. 


He knoweth our frame; he remem- 
bereth that we are dust. As for man, 
his days are as grass; asa flower of the 
field, so he fourisheth. For the wind 
passeth over it, and itis gone. 

The Lord hath prepared his throne in 
heavens; and his kingdom ruleth over 
all. © praise the Lord, ye Angels of 
his, ye that excel in strength; ye that 
fulfil his commandment and hearken un- 
to the voice of hisword O praise the 
Lord, all ye his hosts; ye ministers of 
his that do his pleasure. 


O speak good of the Lord, all ye works 
of his in all places of his dominion:— 
Praise thouthe Lord, O my soul. 


According to Calmet, this is an allusion to the moulting season, when the 
eagle sheds its former coat of feathers, and comes out in the Spring in a new 
dress, and, as it were, with renovated youth, 


a 


VERSES TO AN UNFORTUNATE 
FEMALE, 
[For the Repertory.] 
The lily drooping o’er its bed 
With broken stem—so frail and fair, 
No more shall lift its beauteous head, 
Or deck again the gay parterre. 


Nor ever, Lady, more shalt thou, 
In beauty’s pride thy smiles impart! 
The world hath left thee nothing now, 
Save blighted fame, and broken heart! 


And though of beauty still the rose 
Blooms bright—fit shrine for Lover’s 
knee; 
At thine, no more that Lover glows— 
No more he’ll ever kneel to thee! 


The cold tear on thy hectic cheek 
Unseen—unpitied still may flow; 

And sighs, which from thy bosom speak, 

Speak but to tell a tale of wo. 


The world to crimes of darkest dye, 
Which can at times with smiles in- 
cline, 
Or let them pass forgotten by, 
Will ne’er forget or pardon thine! 


And should’st thou plead—thy guileless 
heart, 
Which had not dream’t how men be. 
tray 
Thy sex—thy youth—a villain’s art, 
*T would turn a deafen’d car away, 


E’en wealth—tho’ countless were thy 
stores 
As leaves of trees, or crops of rain; 
As stars in skies, or sands on shores, 
It could not buy its smiles again! 


Yet, Lady! there’s a world above! 
In peaceful bliss, where angels live, 
Whose mild and gentle spirits love 
To spare—to pity—and forgive! 
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For the Repertory. 
THE TRIUMPH OF HUMANITY. 


Occasioned by the Resolution o/ 
the House of Representatives of 
the 24th February, declaring the 
Slave Trade to be Piracy. Re 
spectfully inscribed to CHARLES 
Fenton Mercer, Esq. 


Ruin’d man! is nothing left? 
Is thy perdition then so deep? 
Ves! thou art reft of all;—so reft 
Of all, that angels o’er thee weep. 
The Lion has ceased his hungry roar, 
And the din of the tropic forest is o’er, 
The victim no longer bleeds; 
The brute laps blood, and rends his 
prey, [way; 
Whilst darkness shrouds his murd’rous 
*Jis man, the monster, waits for day, 
That nature may blush at his deeds. 


Thus Humanity wailed, as the day star 
advancing, 
The token of morn’s return gave; 
And bright in the white-rolling surge 
was seen glancing, [wave. 
Where Angola’s rocks breasted the 
She look’d on the sea and grew pale, 
On the land and she sunk in despair: 
On the sea was the spoiler’s white 
sail, {there. 


On the land, oh! the spoiler was | 


Hark! hark! on the wings of the blast, | 


Come sounds of the fierce battle’s 


roar; 
The war-cry blows furious and fast; 
But it sinks—it retires—it is o’er,. 


The war-cry was over, but another be- 
gan: 

*Twasa shriek that ascended to heaven; 

There was nothing could bear such a 
shriek, but vile man, 


By nothing else could such ever be given. || 


Humanity in anguish writhed, 
As deeper horror round her breathed; 
For clanking chain, and plaint of woe, 
The cry of pain, the parting throe, 
Came clust’ring on her ear; 
A fiend might have fainted for very 
fear: flow, 
It seemed as tho’ hell were moved be- 
And earth returned the sound. 
Oh, are there none, she hopeless cried, 
None, none, of all that race of pride 
And sin, who can be found, 
T’ unfurl sweet Mercy’s banner o’er this |. 
land, 
And quell the cruel am, and lop the 
spouing hand 
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| Her streaming eyes she upwards cast; 
It comes, it comes, it comes, at last, 
Humanity in transport cries; 
Mercy has sought these blood-stain’d 
shores, 
See what sweet radiance round, it throws, 
As far and wide her banner flies, 
Gambia, behold it o’er thee spread, 
: Lost Niger, raise thy hidden head; 
Far other warriors seek thy side, 
‘Than those who late, in crimson dy’d, 
Seiz d thy poor sons as lawful spoil; 
Broke nature’s bands, rent human tes, 
Laugh’d at their tears, mock’d at their 
sighs; 
| Doom’d them to slavery’s deadliest toil, 
' Far other warriors seek thy side, 
| Receive and give them honoured place; 
‘Their heads salvation’s helmets grace; 
Faith, Truth and Hope, with them 
abide. 
Oppression henceforth cease; 
For see, upon these groaning lands, 
| Mercy at length descends and stands, 
| And ranging round her angel bands, 
She plants the standard of the 
Prince of Peace. 





! 
} 
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Far over land and sea, those accents rung; 
Avarice and Rapine slunk away abash’d; 
Slavery the half lock’d fetter from her 
dash’d. 
But soon before her, cruel Guile up- 
sprung— 
| Bade her take heart; for he would soon 
prepare 
'Scourges more fierce, and dungeons 
more secure, 
| Where even Mercy’s self might not yet 
dare 
| One ray of hope upon the captive pour. 
| As Slavery snatch’d the fetter from 
| the ground, 
| And cast a blighting, withering scowl 
around: 
| Whilst on the quivering wretch she 
faster saw it bound, 
Humanity to Wilberforce ‘withdrew; 
Told him the tale of woe, and fired his 
heart anew. [vain, 
But all that mighty master’s skill were 
To grant to sweet Humanity her prayer, 
Had he not bade her cross the Atlantic 
main, 
| And call his kindred souls, hard toiling 
for her there. 
| She came—she called—her friends a 
round her throng. 
Oh might | place them in this song of 
mine; 
With heart-felt joy 1 would the strain 





| prolong, 














é 





1824. 


For much lov’d names would ring in e- 
very line. 

But thus it may not be—yet "tis the 
muse’s due 

To sing the name, Humanity then chose, 

The wiles of Guile and Falsehood to 


oppose 
And hurl destruction on her deadliest 
foes; 
She claims the mght to say, that Mercer 
it was you, 


And well her cause has sped, beneath 
your hand. 
Mercy decreed that nothing should be 
lost 
On other themes by varying feelings 
tost. 

With one consent the Sages of our land 
Declare, ’twas voice which as it ran 
Angels might tune their harps and lift , 

it high: 
Proclaiming thro’ the Earth, Sea, Air 
and Sky— 

What is accurs’d of God, shall be accurs- 

ed of man. | 


TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF BIL. 
SHOP CHASE. 


The following very grateful tribute to_ 
the character and conduct of Bishop 
Chase, as manifested during his late 
visit to England, is taken from a letter 
to Lord Kenyon, written by some 
friend in that country, in reply to the 
injurious remarks of the tritish Critic 
relative to the object and doing of the 
Ohio Prelate. 
“He will return from among us, 

venerated and beloved by all who 

have had the privilege of knowing 
him and his proceedings; and leav- 
ing a deep impression on our minds, 
of the blessing which that distant 
branch of the Episcopal Church en 
joys in possessing such an Ecclesi- 
astical Governor. Our sister Church 
has been raised by him in the es- | 
teem of great numbers among us; | 
and he has taught us to value more 
highly than ever the Liturgy and In- 
stitutions which we have the happi 
ness to possess in common. And, 








in his personal character, as an hum- | 
ble, and devout, and self-denying | 
Christian, he has given us an exam- | 








TESTIMONY IN FAVOUR OF BISHOP CHASE. 119 


ple of “suffering, affliction and of 
patience,” under trials appointed of 
God and provocations endured at 
the hand of man, the recollection 
of which will be cherished by many, 
to their lasting encouragement in 
the Cirstian warfare, 

“What I have said of Bishop 
Chase’s influence among us, re- 
quires some explanation; and | 
speak from information, of the truth 
of which I have no doubt, when I 
say that his visit has been the ocea- 
sion of profit to many. 1 quote from 
the! letter of a sincere Christian and 
acute observer, at one of the cities 
which Bishoy, Chase has visited: 

“1 hope we shall all be the better for 
stich a primitive example, and love our 
Liturgy more than ever. We have had 
an assemblage of our Sunday School 
gratuitous Teachers, to receive a Lee- 
ture from the Bishop on the best way of 
instructing the Scholars in the mghi use 
and improvement of the Book of Com- 
mon Prayer.” 

‘But the visit of these prelates* to 
this country has already been pro- 
ductive, in another respect, of ad- 
vantage to the Established Church; 
which is, I trust, but the prelude to 
greater bencfits of the same kind 
yet to follow, and which will more 
than counteract the results of that 
dividing and really schismatical spi- 
rit, which gave occasion to this ad- 
dress to your Lordship. Many tru- 
ly pious members of the Church, 
who had not been accustomed to 
meet or act tegether, and who, un- 
der early associations and miscon- 
ceptions, had felt some mutual 
alienation of mind, have been 
brought to act in concert toward the 
common end of assisting their Ame- 
rican brethren.” . 

* Bishops Hobart and Chase. 


BaLtimoreE, Sept. 16th, 1824. 
To the Editors of the Repertory. 


You will oblige several of your 
readers, by giving the enclosed 
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question an insertion in your useful 
magazine. As the subject Is one 
of considerable import, I have to 
request that you, or some of your 
correspondents, will give an answer 
to it. The object is not a contro- 





| 


|vers’al one, but merely to get infor- 
mation, and obtain Trotn, 
Quere. Whether does saving faith 
go before, or accompany repent- 
ance? or, is it a necessary conse- 
quence of sound repentance? 
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Two Discourses on the Atonement.—By | 


Moses Stuart, associate Professor of 
Sacred Literature in the Theological 


‘ 


Seminary at Andover. Published by ; 


request of the Students. 


! 
It is with real pleasure, that the | 


attention of our readers is called to 
the discourses, which stand at the 
head of this article. When it was 
heard that Professor Stuart was a- 
bout to publish a discourse upon 
this subject, knowing as we did his 
taleuts, piety, and learning, we ex- 
pected something worthy the public 
attention; and that expectation has 
not been disappointed—it has becn 
more than realized. 

The history of these sermons, as 
stated in the advertisement prefixed 
to them, is simply this:—They were 
“preached on a sacramental occa- 
sion, in the chapel of the Theological 
Seminary, on the last Sabbath and 
last day of the winter term, when 
many of the students had Jeft town. 
At the commencement of the sum- 
mer term, when the students had 
reassembled, the writer received a 
request, that they might be again 
delivered in the chapel. With this 
request he complied; but on the se- 
cond occasion of delivering them, 
several of the topics which the sub- 
ject comprises were enlarged upon. 
and some others introduced, so that 
the whole constituied four discourses 
from the pulpit. As the discussions 
contained in this enlarged form were 
designed, ina particular manner, for 
students in theology, the author has 
judged it to be unnecessary to retain 
them all in the present publication; 


and he has reduced the whole to the 
size of two discourses, by many 
omissions and abridginents.” 

In the notice now to be taken, a 
condensed view of the Sermons, will 
in the first place be presented to our 
readers, quoting as much from the 
author as room will permit, feeling 
assured that the more there is given 
in the writer’s own words, the more 
they will be pleased both with him 
and with ourselves. 

The preacher takes occasion in 
the commencement of his discourse, 
to prove, and he does it satisfac- 
torly, that the text relates to Curist. 
This is made to appear from Acts 
vill. 26-35. 1 Pet. ii, 21-25, and 
from Luke xxii. 37, compared with 
Isa. liti. 12. And in conclusion thus 
remarks: 








I feel no concern further to vindicate 
the application of the text to the person 
of the Messiah. The matter resolves it- 
self into the simple question, whether 
the interpretation of evangelists and a- 
postles is to be admitted, and believed 
to be correct; or whether our own con- 
jecture or philosopy, is to be the ulti- 
mate authority to which we make our 
appeal. 


The author then proceeds to lay 
down the proposition which he de- 
duces from this text in the follow- 
ing manner: 


From the language of our text, as ap- 
plied to Christ, I deduce the proposi- 
tions that Hk SUFFERED assOUR SUBSTI- 
ruTx; or, that HIS SUFFERINGS AND DkaTH 
WERE AN EXPIATORY OFFERING, ON AC- 
COUNT OF WHICH OUR SINS ARE PARDONED 
AND WE ARE RESTORED TO THE DIVINE 
FAVOUR, 
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The following is his method in 
the treatment of his subject: 


I. To make some explanations neces- 
sary to a right understanding of the sub- 
ject. 

ll. To prove the doctrine. 

Ill. fo answer some objections alleg- 
ed against it. 


Upon the first head, he says, 


In order to avoid all misapprehension 
of the design which | have in view, Iet 
me observe at the commencement of 
this discourse, that it is not my object 
to treat of the obedience of Christ, con- 
sidered as having an influence upon our 
redemption, or in procuring salvation for 
us. I speak of obedience here, in the 
sense which many of the older divines 
mean to express, when they employ the 
phrase active obedience of Christ, in or- 
der to distinguish his positive fulfilment 
of the divine law trom what they name 
his passive obedience, by which they 
mean his humiliation and sufferings. 


But, 


To proceed with the explanation pro- 
posed under the present head: when I 
say, Christ in his sufferings was our suB- 
srirure, or, 6y them he made an ExPta- 
TORY OrFERING for us, | mean that Gop 
DID APPOINT AND ACCEPT THE SUFFERINGS 
or CURIST INSTEAD OF THE PUNISHMENT 
DUE TO US AS SINNERS AGAINST HIS LAW; 
and that in consequence of this appoint- 
ment and of these sufferings, he does for- 
give our sins and receive us to his favour. || 

A substitute is something put in leu of 
another thing, and accepted instead of 
it. An offering is something presented 
to God. An offering which is accepta- 
ble to him, is one made by his appoint- 
ment. An expiatory ofiering, under the 
Jewish law, was a slain beast, presented || 
to God by his appointment, and by a 
person who had been guilty of some of- || 
fence and incurred a penalty; in conse- 
quence of which presentation, the penal- || 
ty for his offence, threatened by the law 
of Moses, was remitted, or the offender 
was pardoned. To say then, that Christ 
made an expiatory offering for us, accord- 
ing to my apprehension of the meaning || 
of scriptural language, implies thai Azs 
sufferings and death were, by divine ap- 
potntment, accepted instead of the punish- 
ment due to us as sinners, and that Ged, 
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| in consequence of the offering made by 
| Christ, pardons our offences and restores 
us te his favour. ‘This also is just what 
I mean, when I say that CArist in his suf- 


| ferings and death was our substitute. 


| Our author is not disposed to 
‘find fault with other language, 
which may be used, in designating 
| the idea contained in the above quo- 
i tation; provided the sense in which 
| it is used be so defined as to pre- 
vent misconstruction. He thinks of 
shrisuans, in general, who receive ~ 
‘the doctrine of the atonement, that 
the language they have employ- 
ed in respect to this subject, is 
| designed to convey in substance, the 
/same idea that he would himself 
express. He would, therefore, not 
contend about mode of expression, 





| 
| 
| 





To pursue still farther the explanation 


| of the leading terms employed to desi 
| nate the doctrine which | am to establish; 


a substitute may be, and where it is vo- 
luntarily accepted on the part of him to 
whom any debt or reparation is due, 
must be, an equivalent of some kind or 
other, a satisfaction in some sense, for 
such debt or penalty due. But it may 
be equivalent or satisfactory, without 


| being the same either in kind or quan- 


tity as that in the place of which it 
comes. For plainly an equivalen: is of 
two sorts. The first has respect to kind 
and quantity, and requires equality or 
sameness in regard to both. The se- 
cond is where the substitute answers the 
| same end, as that would have done in 
‘the place of which it is put, or a higher 
end of the samé nature. The first spe- 
cies of substitution or equivalency be- 
longs to various transactions of business 
among men; such as borrowing and lend- 
ing, exchange of various species of pro- 
| perty, and other things of the like na- 
‘ture. Equivalency of the second kind 
has respect to transactions of a civil or 
penal nature, and to the intercourse of 
rational beings with each other, as sub- 
| jects of social or other laws. For exam- 
| ple, banishment is often substituted by 
‘civil governments instead of inflicting 
the penalty of death; fines, instead of 
, imprisonment or other corporeal punish- 
| ment. 


This last kind of equivalency, the 
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author illustrates in a very interest- | 
ing manner. Want of room alone, 
compels its omission. He then con- 
chides that the sufferings of Christ 
were not the same, either “in gua- 
lity or guantity, as would have been 
endured by those in whose room 
he suffered, im case the penalty of | 
the law had been executed upon 
them.” But although he does not 
consider Christ as having rendered 
the first kind of equivaicucy, he re- 
marks— 





Yet I fully believe that one of the |! 
The object 


second kind was rendered. 
of the penalty affixed to the divine law | 
is not revenge. “God takes no pleasure 
in the death of him that dieth.” «he 
object of all penalty, under every wise 
and benevolent government, is to put 
restraint upon offences, to exhibit awful 
testimony or warning agaiust them, and 





thus to secure the interests of virtue 


If now virtue be in the best manner | 
promoted, and sin restrained, by the | 


death of Christ and the consequences 
that necessarily flow from it, then the 
great object of the divine law and its 
penalties is promoted in the most effec- | 
tuai manner. Such I suppose to be the 
fact. 


* * . * * 


1 confess myself averse to indulging 
much in speculation here, as to the how 
and the why of the equivalency in ques- . 
tion. My reason is, that the sacred wri- | 
ters «lo not seem to indulge in any curi- | 
Ous speculation on the subject. 


The reason here presented is of 
peculiar importance; and well may 
we ask, “where is there any philoso- 
phizing, any refined speculation in 
their writings, about the manner in 
which equivalency or satisfaction is 
or can be made out? And can we 
not acquiesce in the subject, just as 
they have left iv”? 

On coming to the second part of 
his subject, to frove the doctrine 
under consideration, he commences 
its discussion with this question: 





Here I must ask at the threshold: Be- 
fore what tribunal must the question be 
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brought which this subject necessarily 
| raises? e 


4 
| To which he answers, “I am bold 
to aver that philosophy is not a com- 
| petent judge to decide it.” Because, 
in the first place, “philosophy was 
unable to discover the doctrine of 
atonement,” (an assertion which he 
illustrates somewhat at large); and 
secondly, because * she is incompe- 
lent to make any valid objections 
against it.” Upon this point we 
would willingly quote his proofs, but 
must barely state, the issue to which 
he cower “that to revelation we 
(must go for an: instruction with 
regard to the doctrine of pardoning 
mercy through tie atuning blood of 
Jesus.” 
He remarks, 








The question in respect to substitu. 
‘tion, then, stands high above the objec- 
tions which all the efforts of philosophy 
can raise; equally unaffected by her so- 
phistry at one time, or by her scorn and 
contumely at another. 


‘| Jt follows from what has been said, 
i! that the impossibility of substitution, un- 


der the divine government, cannot be 
established. Nay, I advance farther, 
and aver that so far from there being 


‘| any impossvbility in the case, it is a mat- 


ter of fact that substitution was admitted 
for nearly fifteen centuries, under the 
Mosaic dispensation; to say nothing of 
' the expiatory sacrifices of the patriarchal 
age It was admitted too, under the 
Mosaic economy, as a type of the sub- 
stitution or expiatory offering of Christ. 
Paul has taught us in the most explicit 
manner, in his Epistle to the Hebrews, 
that all the expiatory offerings and sacri 
fices of the Jews were typical of the great 
atuning sacrifice bu the death of Christ; 
and that they were ortginally designed by 
God to be so. Consequently, when thus 
authorized, we may draw a comparison 
from the one, in order to illustrate the 
other. 
| The expiatory offerings of the law 
/ were not a substitution, I admit, which 
' did of itself procure a remission of the 
, punishment due to the moral turpitude 
of sin; for it is impossible, as the sacre 
writer has told us, that the blood of 
, goats and bullocks should take away sim, 
| and tranquilize the conscience wounded 
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by a sense of guilt. 
move the apprehension, that divine dis- 


It could not re- , 


pleasure might inflict on the offender, , 


punmshment of a spiritual nature. But 
still, it is a fact that the blood of goats 
and bullocks was appointed by God, to 
be an expiatory offering for certain of- 
fences against the Jewish law; wile at 
the same time this very offering was also 
a type of the sacrifice to be oflered by 
Christ, in order to remove the punish- 


ment due to moral turpitude. 
* 


In a word, God, as the sovereign legis- 
Jator and judge of the Jews, did, by the 
exercise of his supreme right, actually 
appoint sin and trespass offerings as ex- 
piatory sacrifices; which being present- 
ed agrecably to his appointment were 
followed by the real remission, on his 
at of the penalty due to certain of- 
ences, and threatened by the law of 
Moses. So the apostle himself states 
the subject. “The blood of bulls and 
= and the ashes of a heifer, sprink- 
ing those who were defiled, made ex- 

lation in respect to external purity,” 
1, e, after the performance of such sacri- 
ficial rites, the Jews were regarded and 
treated, in respect to their external rela- 
tions, as pure or free from exposure to 
the penalty threatened by the law of 
Moses. Heb ii. 13. 

The fact just stated cannot be called 
in question. We have only to open the 
book of Leviticus, and it is at once ex- 
hibited before our eyes. 

Here, then, we are presented with a 
ease of substitution; actual substitution 
by the appointment of God, the supreme 
legislator and judge of the Jewish nation 
and of all men; a case in which a beast 
was slain instead of the criminal being 
punished who made an offering of it, and 
who had himself incurred the penalty of 


the Mosaic law. 


* + - * * 


In a word; God did admit vicarious 
sacrifices under his government of the 


Jews; and an inspired apostle has taught |, 


us that they were, and were designed to 
be, types of the great expiatory offering 
made by Christ. ‘To express it in ano- 
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the arrangement of heaven, the one pre- 
sents no more impossibility than the 
other, 


“ The fact, therefore, that substi- 
tution, in case of penalties incurred, 
did for many centuries constitute a 
disunguishing characteristic in the 
administration of divine government 
among the Jews, must be admitted; 
and the possibility that it may cone 
stitule a prominent feature in God’s 
general government, cannot there- 
ture be disproved.” But the author 
advances a step further, and shows 
“that the improbability of an atone- 
ment for sin, can by no means be 
made out, in as much as the human 
race al large are deeply impressed 
with the need of a prepitiatory sa- 


wcrifice; and that besides, the attri- 


butes of God and the character of 
man, as revealed in Scripture, ren- 
der it by no means improbable.” 
He then proceeds to the answer of 
the question, “What is the testimo- 
ny of revelation on this subject?” 
But previous to the answer which 
he gives, he deems it important to 
“premise a few considerations, re- 
specting the kind of appeal which 
he is about to make to the Scrip- 
tures.” 


My first remark is, that every speaker 


and writer, intending to be understood, 


employs, and necessari/y employs, lan- 
guage in the same sense, in which those 


_whom he addresses use and understand 


it. 


None will deny so plain a proposi- 


tion Nor can it be deemed less cer- 


| tain, that the sacred writers designed to 


be understood by those whom they ad- 


. dressed. 


My second remark is, that all the wri- 
ters of the Old and New Testament were 


_ Jews; and that all the Scriptures, with 


| 


ther manner; that was done in ancient i! 


i} 


times upon a smaller scale, which ata 
later period was done on a larger one. 
The penalty for certain offences against 
the Mosaic law, was removed by the sa- 
crifice of goats and bullocks; and the pe- 
‘nalty against the higher law of heaven 
(if you lease so to name it), is removed 
by the death of Christ. If both are by 











very little exception, were originally ad- 
dressed to Jews, or to churches which 
in part consisted of Jews. If we design 
then to come at the meaning of the sa- 
cred writers, we must necessarily con- 
strue their language in the same way as 
the Jews would naturally construe it, 
who lived in the age of the prophets and 
apostles. Nothing can be more plain 
and irrefragable, than this maxim of ine 
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terpretation. It is no part of the inquiry, 
what ideas we may affix to the language 
of Scripture, coming to read it in ano- 
ther tongue, in another region, nurtured 
in the bosom of speculative philosophy, 
and desirous of adjusting every thing to 
our own standard. Wat [peas DID THE 
PROPHETS, APOSTLES, AND EVANGELISTS 
MEAN TO CONVEY, is the only proper ques- 
tion, for one who goes simply to the law 
and to the testimony for the grounds of 
his belief. 

Let us then call to mind that every 
Jew was habitually conversant with ex- 
piatory sacrifices, with substitution; that 
the system of substitution was inwrought 
into the very nature of his religious wor- 
ship; and that all the Scripture language 
which has respect to the sacrifice of 
Christ, is directly borrowed from that 
which was every day used by the Jew, 
in speaking of the sacrifices that he was 
required to offer. 


He then proceeds to the answer 
of the question, what say the Scrip- 
tures on the subject?—and remarks: 


Our text is fresh in your minds, and I 
need not here repeat it. It asserts that 
the “chastisement or punishment by 
which our peace is procured, was laid 
upon the Saviour; that by his wounds 
we are healed; that all we have gone 
astray, 1 e. sinned; and that Jehovah 
hath laid on him the punishment due to 
us.” Other parts of the chapter, from 
which our text is taken, repeat the same 
idea. “For the transgression of my peo- 
ple was he smitten,” v. 8; “his soul [i. e. 
he] was made an offering for sin,” v. 
10; “he shall justify (i. e. procure par- 
don for] many, for he shall bear their 
iniquities,” v. 11; “he bare the sin of 
many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors,” v. 12, 

1 only ask here, whether any man can 
rationally and candidly indulge doubts, 
in what manner the Jews whom the pro- 
phet addressed, must necessarily have 
understood this language? 

ln regard to the New Testament, it is 
so full of the doctrine in question, that 
the only difficulty lies in making a pro- 
per selection of iestimoay. 

Peter has quoted some of the passages, 
which I have just cited. Observe how 
he comments on this sentiment. “Who 
his own self, bare our sins in his own 
body on the tree... by whose 
stripes ye were healed;” 1 Pet. ii, 24. 
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Again, “We were not redeemed with 
corruptible things ............. but by the 
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot;” 1 
Pet. i. 18, 19. John the Baptist also 
exclaims, “Behold the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sins of the world;” 





i. e. the victim, who by divine appoint- 
| ment is, through his expiatory death, to 
procure pardon for men; John i. 29. So 
| the apostle John: “The blood of Jesus 
Christ cleanseth us from all sin,” 1 John 
i. 7. “Who is the propitiation for pro- 
pitiatory sacrifice] for our sins; and not 
for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world;” 1 John ii. 2.. Paul a- 
bounds, every where, with the most 
glowing sentiments in respect to this 
‘great point. “For he hath made him 
to be sin [i. e. a sin offering] for us, who 
knew no sin;” 2 Cor. v. 21. “Christ 
our passover is sacrificed for us;” 1 Cor. 
v. 7. “In whom we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of 
sins;”? Eph. i. 7. “Whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation [or propitiatory 
sacrifice) through faith in his blood ...., 
| possesses . to declare his righteousness [1. e. 
for the manifestation of his pardoning 
/mercy] by the remission of sins;’? Rom. 
\ii. 25. “Christ hath redeemed us from 
' the curse of the law, being made a curse 
‘for us.” Gal. iii. 15. 
| It were easy to proceed, and fill out 
| my whole discourse with passages of the 
‘same import. But the limits which I 
| have prescribed to myself forbid; and Tf 
| shall close with two texts more, where 
the resemblance between the sacrifices 
under the law and the offering of Christ, 
‘is so brought into view, that it is impos- 
| sible to mistake the writer’s meaning. 
| “For the bodies of those beasts, whose 
| blood is brought into the sanctuary by 
| the high priest for sin, are burned with- 
out the camp; wherefore, Jesus also, that 
he might make expiation (ay:asn) for the 
people with his own blood, suffered 
_ without the gate;” Heb. xiii, 11, 12. In 
| other words, what was done in the type 
was fulfilled in the antitype. Again; 
“For if the blood of bulls and goats, and 
the ashes ofa heifer, sprinkling the wn- 
| clean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the 
| flesh; how much more shall the blood of 
| Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 
| offered up himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works, 
to serve the living God.” Heb. ix. 14, 14. 











| 1 ask now of any candid man, who has 
any proper conception of the manner in 
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which the Jews employed language of 
this nature, nothing more, than that lay- 
ing his hand on his heart, and making 
the appeal to him who searches that 
heart, he would inquire, whether a Jew, 
addressing Jews with such language as 
this, could expect or wish to be under- 
stood in any other way, than as inculcat- 
ing the doctrine of sudstitution, or the 
expiatory sufferings of Jesus. 

I have done with citing testimony; for 
if what I have adduced does not establish 
the fact, that the sacred writers did 
mean to inculcate the doctrine in ques- 
tion; then plainly, the many scores of 
additional texts which might be quoted, 
will not prove 4; nor any language, I 
must add, which it would be in the 
power of a human being to employ, 


“We come then,” says he, “if my 
proof be valid, to the simple alter- 
native to admit the doctrine in ques- 
tion, or reject the authority of the 
Scriptures.” 


We have now reached the third 
division of the discourse, which is 
presented to our readers entire. 
The objections are stated with much 
candour, and the answers are short 
and conclusive. We have not been 
able to satisfy ourselves with any 
abridgement, and therefore gratify 
readers with the whole. 


I do not feel it to be important, here, 
to dwell upon them at length. There 
is only one method in which any legiti- 
mate objections can be made, by those 
who admit the authority of revelation. 
This is, to shew that the language of 
Scripture, according to Jewish idiom, 
does not mean what I have construed it 
as meaning. But this mode of object- 
ing, the speculators and sceptics who 
have rejected the doctrine of substitu- 
tion, have been very careful to avoid. 
Their refuge is philosophy. They raise 
doubts about equivalency; they must 
see, as philosophers, the why and the 
how in respect to this mysterious trans- 
action. Whatever pertains to this part 
of the subject, however, I have suffici- 
ently dwelt upon already. I shall there- 
fore only glance here, at some of the 
most popular methods employed to op- 
pose the doctrine of substitution, or to 
explain it away. 

Oss. 1. An atonement for sin is un- 
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| necessary. God can forgive it as well 
' without an atonement as with one; and 
the doetrine, if true, divests the Supreme 
Being of the attribute of mercy. If the 
full debt is paid, where is there any 
room for mercy in forgiving it? 

But who is to decide the point, whe- 
ther God can forgive sin without an 
atonement? ‘The natural possibility of 
it, | admit; that is, lL admit that as sove- 
|reign of the universe, and possessing 
omnipotence, he might pardon sin, (if 
he had judged it best to do so,) without 
the intervention of a suffering substitute. 
| But this is no real part of our question. 
| What Aas he judged best, is the only 
| proper inquiry; aud how can this be an- 
; swered’? Only, as we have already seen, 
i by revelation. But that revelation tells 
| us, it is “the Lamb of God which taketh 

away the sins of the world,” that “there 
is no other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved, 
j ner is there salvation in any other,” 
| Acts iv. 12; that “there is one God and 
one mediator between God and man, the 
’ 


nee eneece ap ew 


man Christ Jesus, who gave himself a 

ransom for all,” 1 Vim. ii. 5, 6; and that 
| “all have sinned and come short of the 
| glory of God,” and consequently, must 
be “gratuitously justified through the 
redemption that is in Jesus Christ, whom 
God hath set forth as a propitiatory sa- 
crifice.” Rom. in. 23—25. 

This point, then, is put at rest by the 
Bible. And when those who doubt, ad- 
monish us that it would be unbecoming 
in respect to the Supreme Being, and 
derogatory to his character, to suppose 
that the sufferings of Christ, an innocent 
victim, were deemed by him to be ne- 
. cessary or acceptable; I answer simply 
‘with Paul: “For it sreeame him, for 
whom are all things, and by whom are 
all things, in order to bring many sons to 
glory, to maké perfect the Captain of 
' their salvation through sufferings.” Heb. 
ti. 10. 
| When they further allege, also, that - 
_ the attribute of mercy is virtually deni- 
, ed to the Supreme Being, by the suppo- 
| sition of an atonement, they can say this 
i only on the ground, that an exact and 
' literal equivalent for the penal part of 
the divine law, both as to the kind and 
; quantity of suflering, has been demand- 
, ed of the substitute; a doctrine incapa- 
i ble, as we have seen, of being support- 
ed; and to meet the difficu!ties of which, 
| L certainly will not incur any responsibie 
‘lity. The simple scriptural statement of 
i substitution is not liable tothis objection. 
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Ons. 2. The motives tu strenuous ef- 
fort, in order to live a virtuous aad holy 
life, are greatly weakened by the doc- 
trine in nee 

This objection is as old at least as the 
time of Paul; and is met by him in such 
a manner as to save us, at the present 
time, trom the necessity of any effort to 
make an adequate reply. After repre- 
senting the death of Christ (Rom. iii.) 
as the only foundation of the sinner’s 
hope; he meeis this very objection, 
which he knew would be made by those 
who doubted his doctrine, in these words: 
“Do we then make void the law, through 
faith’” i. e. do we diminish the force of 
moral precept or obligation, by preach- 
ing the doctrine of gratuitous pardon 
through atoning blood? To which he 
answers at once; “God forbid: rather we 
establish the law;’’ i. e. we enforce its 
obligations by higher motives than be- 
fore existed. After illustrating, by va- 
rious instances, the fact that such a me. 
thod of justifying sinners is presented to 
view in the Jewish Scriptures, he re- 
sumes the consideration of the objection. 

He represents the objector as suggest 
ing: “What shall we say then? Shall 
we continue in sin that grace may a- 
bound? God forbid,” he answers again; 
“how shall we who are dead to sin, any 
longer continue to practise it?” Kom vi. 
1, 2. He then goes on to show, (which 
is indeed a most conclusive and irrefra- 
gable answer to the whole objection,) 
that Christianity, from its very nature, 
implies of necessity the mortification of 
ali our sinful passions and appetites; it is 
itself, in ifs very essence, a principle di- 
rectly hostile to them; and therefore ne- 
ver can indulge or foster them. 

All the difficulty of objectors here, a- 
rises from overlooking the whole of this 
grand point. Atoning blood, extensive 
and gratuitous as the favours are which 
it proffers, never proffered one uncondi- 
tionally. ‘The sinner must be humbled, 
and penitent, who is sprinkled with it. 
The grace of God, which has appeared 
to all men through a Saviour’s death, in- 
culcates on them, without exception, the 
absolute necessity of denying all ungod- 
liness and worldly lusts it urges this, 
asthe New Testament most amply shows 
by excitcments to virtue of a higher na- 
ture, and by penalties for offenccs more 
awtul, than any system of law could offer 
or impose. 

Ons. 3. There is no need of laying 
so much stress upon the death of Christ, 
or of regarding him as our substitute in 


any sense. He may very properly be 
called our Saviour and Kedeemer, in ag 
much as by his instructions, he hag 
taught us the way in which we may ac 
ceptably obey God. 

That to give instruction was a part of 
Christ’s errand on earth, as our Redeem. 
er, | cheerfully admit. . But, that this 
was the great work, which marked him 
exclusively as the Saviour of sinners, it 
is quite impossible to prove. What! 
Have we not other insiructors, such \oo 
as were inspired, as well ashe? Did he 
write the New Testament? Did he, who 
taught about three years, who was never 
out of Palestine and made but few dis- 
ciples, teach as much and labour with as 
much success as Paul, who preached 
about thirty years, and traversed the 
world to proclaim the messages of salva- 
tion? If the simple fact of giving in- 
struction, of making disciples, of suc- 
cessfully inculcating the truth, makes a 
itedeemer, then who has the best title 
to that appellation; Paul, or (I speak it 
with reverence) Jesus of Nazareth? and 








, to whom should the songs of the re- 
| deemed in heaven be directed? Have 
| we not, too, on such ground as this, just 
| as many redeemers as we have, or have 
had, religious teachers? 

Oss. 4 The death of Christ was a 
seal or confirmation of the truth, by 
which we are enlightened and saved. 
It is unnecessary to consider what the 
Scriptures say of its efficacy, as amount’ 
ing to any more than this. 

Is this so? Then was Stephen, and 
James, and Peter, and Paul, and every 
other martyr to the cause of truth, whe 
has sealed his testimony to it by his own 
blood, our Redeemer too. Shall we 
then bow the knee to them for this tes- 
timony, and ascribe our salvation, at 
least in part, tothem? And the redeem- 
ed in heaven—do they ascribe salvation 
to martyrs, when they cast their crowns 
at the feet of the Lams, and sing, Taev 
wast sluin, and hast redeemed us to God 
by vu blood? . 

Ons. 5. Christ was our Redeemer, in 
that he has by his example set before us 
an acceptable way of worship, and taught 
us, by personal obedience, both active 
and passive, how we may please God. 

The force of his example to inculcate 
virtue and piety, we ought most grate- 
fully to acknowledge. But the redeem- 
ing efficacy of it, | cannot by any means 
admit. A most conclusive reason against 
such a view of it, is found in the fact 
that while bis example could, of coursts 
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1824. STUART’S DISCOURSES 
have an influence only during his life and 
on times after those in which he lived, 
his atonement is represented as reaching 
back to the very origin of our race.— 
Thus Paul; “If the blood of bulls and 
goats...... sanctifies to the pumfying 
of the flesh; much more shall the blood 
of Christ, who through the eternal Spi- 
rit offered himself without spot to God, 
purge your conscience from dead works, 
to serve the living God. And for this 
cause (i. e¢. because his expiatory sacri- 
fice possesses a spiritual or moral eflica. 
cy of such a nature,} he is the Mediator 
of the new covenant, so that, his death 
having taken place to make expiation 
(ets axoarvepwnr) for sins committed un- 
der the former covenant, they who are 
called may receive the promised bless- 
ings of the heavenly inheritance.” Heb. 
ix. 13—15. That his death is bere plain- 
ly considered by the apostle, as’ having 
a retrospective view and influence, is 
clear from what follows. After observ — 
ing that the Jewish sacrifices needed to 
be often repeated, he goes on to say:— 
“The death of Christ once only was suf- 
ficient; if this were not so,” he adds, then 
“he must often have suffered since the 
foundation of the world.” That is, the 
object which his death has now accom- 
plished, the expiratory sacrifice which he 
has now made, must be adequate for 
men in all ages; forthe past, as well as 
for the future; otherwise Christ must 
have often suffered, since the foundation 
of the world. Heb. ix. 25, 26. 

Exactly to the same purpose is the 
sentiment in the third chapter of the 
Epistle to the Romans After asserting 
that God had set furth Christ as a propi- | 
tiatory sacrifice, Paul adds: ‘To declare 
or manifest his gratuitous method of jus- 
tification by the forgiveness of sins in 
past times, (or, so that the sins of former 
times might be remitted,) through the 
divine lenity; and to declare his gratui- 
tous method of justification, at the pre- 
sent time;” Rom. iii. 25, 26. The op- 
position of present time here, to the past 
m the preceding clause, shows beyond 
all reasonable doubt, as it seems to me, 
that the object of the apostle is to assert 
not only the influence of Christ’s propi 
tiatory sacrifice, but its extension to past 
times as well as to present; and of course 
the sentiment is the same with that 
which is disclosed in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. 

Here then we may take a stand in 
defence of vicarious sacrifice, secure 
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| example is the great point in the Re- 
deemer’s work. Here, at all events, is 
vicarious influence, if there be influence 
on ages that have passed by. And that 
the apostle means to assert this, appears 
to me as clear as any other sentument. 
deducible from his wmting’s. 

Oss. 6 The last objection which I 
shall notice, is, that to represent the in- 
nocent as suffemng for the guilty, is a 
virtual impeachment of divine equity, 
and of those principles of moral govern. 
ment which the ruler of the universe has 
established 

to tim who acknowledges the Scrip- 
tures as a divine revelation, | reply sam- 
ply in their language. “He hath made 
him to be a sin mo who knew no 
sin,” i. e. the innocent has suffered for 
the guilty; 2Cor v. 21. “But Christ 
hath once suffered for sius, the just for 
the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God;’ 1 Pet. in 18. Such is the fact; 
and f merely ask: Is God unjust? and do 
the Seriptures represent lim to be go, 
because of ‘his? 

Even to those who do not acknow- 
ledge the authority of the Scriptures, to 
the sober rationalists or theist, I might 
present a greater difficulty still. Chil- 
dren sufier on account of the crimes of 
their parents; nations, on account of the 
vices of their rulers; and that without 
the consent of the sufferers: yet, by their 
own acknowledgment, divine justice and 
the principles of moral government are 
not impeachable on this account. Are 
they so then, if Christ voluntarily, and 
out of pity and love, suifered the just 
for the unjust? 

But | must leave the examination of 
objections. I dismiss them all with this 
single remark. When it shall be shown 
that the language of the Scriptures must 
not, according to rules of interpretation 
which are fundamental and capable of 
demonstration, be construed 4s convey- 
ing, and as designed to convey, the idea 
of a vicarious or expiatory offering by 
the death of Christ; when it shall be 
shown that there is a possibility, that the 
Jews could have understood it in a dif- 
ferent way; then we may consider the 
doctrine of substitution as doubtful: but 
never ull then, unless our own conjec- 
tural reasonings are to usurp the place 
of the sacred writers, in deciding upon 
this matter. 


Our author now closes with some 





Against being moved by suggestions that i 


pertinent reflegtions, He observes, 
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1. The doctrine of the atonement is 
a fundamenta! doctrine in the Christian 
system; and that which distinguishes it, 
in a peculiar manner, from all other sys- 
tems of religion. 

It is fundamental; because often as 
belief in a Saviour is urged in the New 
Testament, and urged as the indispensa- 
ble condition of salvation; equally often 
is belicf in that Saviour as our atoning 
sacrifice urged; and equally conspicuous 
is this point in the whole system of the 
Christian religion. 

* * * + 


Other systems of religion teach the 
existence, attributes, and moral govern- 
ment of God. This dves Judaism in its 
modern form; this does Theism; this 
does even Mohammedism. Other sys- 
tems inculcate our social and relative 
duties. The religion of Hindoostan ex- 
hibits the Deity in a state of incarnation; 
so that even this is not in all respects 
peculiarto Christianity. But no religion 
save the Christian, exhibits the incarnate 
Wonrp, suffering, bleeding, dying for 
sinners; a Lamb of God to take away the 
sin of the world. This is at once the 
glory and the hope of the Christian sys- 
tem. 


His second remark is, 


That a Saviour suffering for us, the 
eternal Wonp, Gop manifest in the flesh, 
and in our nature offering an expiatory 
sacrifice, presents to the moral sympa- 
thies of our race, higher excitements to 
virtue and piety, and more powerful dis- 
suasives from sin, than any other consi- 
deration which the Christian religion 
proffers. 


The remarks connected with this 
point, we must be content to omit; 
concluding our epitome of these dis- 
courses, with the following para- 
graph, as containing a fine appeai, 
and a happy illustration of the style 
and eloquence of the preacher. 


That Jesus died, and died for us; that 
he was our sunstitrvure; that his tender 
compassion did take us into view indivi- 
dually; that he took our nature in order 
to enter most intimately, most endear- 
ingly, into our sympathies, and propose 
himself to us under the most attractive 
form, is the view which Paul took of the 
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| Redeemer’s work. He was not an iso- 
lated monument of suffering, and of 
God’s displeasure against sinners; not 
merely a sign that sin could be pardon- 
ed, by which only an abstract testimony 
could be given, like that which the 
rainbow gives of God’s convenant to 
drown the earth no more—a symbol 





which might have served equally well 
for angels or for men. No; “Verily he 
did not assist the angels, but the seed of 
Abraham.” Man was the object-—the 
only object—of his incarnation, suffer- 
ings, and death. “Wherefore it behov- 
ed him in all things to be made like unto 
his brethren, that he might be a merci- 
ful and faithful high priest in things per- 
taining unto God, to make reconciliation 
for the sins of his people. For in that 
he himself suffered, being tempted, he 
is able also to succour those that are 
|tempted; Heb. ii. 16—18. See what 
| pains 1s here to represent the sufiering 
Saviour as participating in our nature, 
and entering with the most tender sym- 
pathy into all our wants and woes, Is 
this to propose him as a mere example 
of suffering, cold, distant, abstract; or is 
it to make him such a high priest as we 
needed, one who can be touched with a 
feeling for our infirmities, having been 
| tempted in all points as we are? Speak, 
ye whose hearts have been melted bya 
| Saviour’s love, and tell us. Speak, ye 
' who live amid the horrors of eternal 
| winter and storm; and ye who roam in 
| deserts parched beneath a burning sun; 
ye who were without God and without 
hope in the world, aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers to 
the covenant promise, speak and say, 
Is not this the Saviour you need? the 
Saviour who has cheered your despond- 
ing hearts? who has opened to you the 
prospect of glory? Is not this he whom 
your souls love? Speak, ye redeemed, 
encircling his throne above, and casting 
your crowns at his feet; is not this he 
who drew your souls to him by bonds of 
love stronger than death; which many 
waters could not quench, nor floods 
drown? Hark! 1 hear the notes of that 
song which fills all the regions of heaven 
with harmony. It echoes back even to 
this distant world: “THou wast SLAIN, 
AND HAST REDEEMED Us TO Gop BY TAY 
BLOOD, out of every kindred and tongue 
and people and nation, and hast made 
us kings and priests unto our God for- 
ever and ever.” © for a heart and 











tongue to unite with this grateful, hap- 
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py throng, and begin on earth the notes | 
which we hope to sing through ever- | 
lasting ages in the world above! 


We cannot but acknowledge our | 
obligation to Mr. Stuart for the plea- | 
sure with which we have perused | 
his discourses. The subject is of | 
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the very first importance, and few, | 


; 





it is believed, can be found better || 
able to treat it with justice. The 
discourses would have been less lia- 





ble to criticism, however, were it 





not for the reason stated in the ad- 
vertisement—the infirm state of the 
|} author’s health. 


I'ney exaibit clearness of thought, 
at the same time that we cannot but 
ve sensible of a want of clear ar- 
rangement. They must be consi- 
dered, however, as an able discus- 
sion of the subject of which they 
ireat, and are recommended to eve- 
ry reader by more than ordinary 
clams. 


Riterary and Philosophical Kntelligente, 


1. Campbell’s “Pleasures of Hope” 
has been translated into French. 

2. “A voyage to Cochin China, by Lt. 
White of the United States navy,” has 
attracted considerable notice in London. 
The reviewers speak of it as a work, 
though defective in literary merit, yet 
furnishing a curious account of a coun- 
try which has been seldom visited. 

3. A Phenician manuscript is stated 
to have been discovered by M. Cham- 
polhon of the royal Egyptian museum of 
Turin, among the papyrus lately collect- 
edin xngypt. 

4. The new roads in England, formed 
on the plan sugyested by Mr. Adams, 
have been greatly improved by pouring 
melted tar over the stones, in su‘licient 
quantity to fill up the interstices, and be- 
fore it cools sifting some fine sand or 
gravel over it. 

5. Indian-rubber has been successfully 
applied to the purposes of a blow pipe. 
The bottles of this substance, can be ex- 
panded to a considerable size by con- 
densing air in them. 

6. It is ascertained that there are at 
this time, 12,400 steam engines in action 
in Great Britain, applied to almost every 
branch of labour. 

7. A new pneumatic engine is said to 
have been lately invented in England, 
which is expected to supersede the use 
of steam engines to a considerable de- 
gree. It is said to be entirely free from 
danger; no boiler being used, of course 
no explosion can occur. 

8, It is in agitation in Canada, to con- 
nect the waters of lake Erie and of lake 
Ontario, by a canal on the British side. 
Length of the route is about forty miles. 
Vor. 6....No, 3—R 
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9. College Appointments.-—Mr. Josiah 
W. Gibbs, A. M., of Andover Massacha- 
setts, the learned translator of Gesenius’ 
Hebrew Lexicon, has been appointed by 
the corporation of Yale College, Librari- 
an and Lecturer on classical literature 
and biblical criticism in that institution, 

The Rev. Thomas C, Upham has been 
chosen Professor of metaphysics and mo- 
ral philosophy in Bowdoim coll., Bruns- 
wick, Me. Professor Newman of the 
same institution, has been chosen Pro- 
fessor of rhetoric and oratory in the col- 
lege, and Mr. Alpheus 8. Packard, to 
succeed him as Professor of languages 
and classical literature. 

The Rev. Absalom Peters of Benning- 
ton, Vt. has been appointed Professor of 
mathematics and natural philosophy in 
Middlebury college, Vt. in place of Pro- 
fessor Hall, resigned. 

The Rev. Nathan W. Fisk, of Weston, 
Mass. has been elected Professor of Lan- 
guages and Belles Lettres in the Am- 
herst collegiate Institution, in place of 
Professor Eastabrooks, resigned on ac- 
count of ill health 

The Rev Alva Woods, of Columbian 
college of this city, has been chosen Pro- 
fessor of mathematics and natural pbilo- 
sophy in Brown university, t rovidence, 
R.1. H. G. Bowen, Esq. of Providence, 
R. [. has been elected Professor of natu- 
ral history and Librarian in the same In- 
stitution. 

William Ruggles, A. M. has been ap- 
pvinted Professor of mathematics and 
natural philosophy in Columbian college 
of this city, vice Alva Woods, A. M. re- 
signed. {In the same institution, hs. 
Henderson, M, J)., of Georgetown, D. 
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C , has been appointed Professor of the 
theory and practice of physic; and N. W. 
Worthington, M. 1)., of the saine place, 
Professor of materia medica, 

10. Coilleze Commencements.—Bow- 
porns Courece, Brunswick, Me.—At the 
annual commencement of this institu- 
tion, which took place Sept. Ist, fifteen 
alumni of the college received the de- 
gree of A. B; eight alumni the degree 
of A. M.; and the Rev. J. Greanleaf, Rev. 
J. W. Ellingwood, and Mr. Sulomon A- 
dams, the honorary degree of A. M.— 
Twenty young gentlemen received the 
degree of M. D. and Gen La Fayette 
and P. Cleaveland, Professor in the col- 
lege of mathematics and natural philoso- 
phy, had conferred on them the degree 
of L. L. D. 

Witirams Cotieer, Williamstown, 
Ms.—At the annual commencement of 
this in-titution, held Ist September, fif- 
teen young gentlemen were admitted to 
the degree of A. B. and fourteen to that 
of A.M, ‘The degree of M. D. was con- 
ferred upon six: students of the Berk- 
shire medical institution and three other 
medical gentlemen. The degree of D. 
D. was conferred upon the Rev. N. S.S. 


Beman of Troy, N. Y.; and the degree of 


L. L. D,. was conferred onthe Hon. E. 
Hl, Mills of the Senate of the U. S. from 
Massachusetts, and the Hon. L. Lincoln, 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Mass. 

Yate Coitece, New Haven, Conn.— 
At the last annual commencement of this 
institution, sixty-eight received the de- 
gree of A. B.; thirty-nine, that of A. M.; 
and sixteen, that of M.D. The honora- 
ry degree of A. M. was conferred on the 
Rev. Messrs. Ambrose Todd and Heman 
L. Vail, and Mr. Edward Palmer. The 
degree of D. D. was conferred on the 
Rev. Tho. Charlton Henry, of Charles- 
ton, S. C.; and the degree of L. L. D. on 
the How. Smith Thompson, assist. Judge 
of the Supreme court of the U, S. 

Hamitton Cocirce, N. Y.—At the 
annual commencement of this institu- 
tion which took place August 25th, se- 
venteen received the degree of A. B., 
and six that of A. M. The Reverend R. 
Proudfit of Schenectady, N. Y. received 
the honorary degree of D. D. 

WareRVILLE Co_tegce, Me.—At the 
annual commencement of this institution, 
which took place on the 25th August, 
the degree of A. B. was conferred on 
three. 

Amuenst Coiieciate INstrrurren, 
Amherst, Ms.—At the annual commence- 
ment of this institution, eighteen young 
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gentlemen received the customary tes- 
timonials. 

Brown University, Providence, R. I. 
At the annual commencement of this in- 
stitution, held Sept. Ist, forty-one re- 
ceived the degree of A. B. and twelve 
alumni of the college, that of A M. The 
honorary degree of D. D. was conferred 
on the Rev. H. Wight of Bristol, R. I. 
and the Rev. R. Semple of Va. 

11. Jn Press—A new edition of Todd’s 
Johnson’s Dictionary; Josephus’s Works 
in four handsome 8vo. vols.; and Shuck- 
ford’s Connexions, in 2 vols. 8vo. 

Preparing for Publication—In Lon- 
don, Armageddon or Jerusalem Regain- 
ed, a poem—author not mentioned. A 
German residing in Japan, is writing a 
treatise on ‘the natural history of that 
country, which is expected to contain 
much interesting information. 

Just Published—No. 18 of Professor 
Silliman’s Journal of Science and Arts, 
for August 1824. A.M James Bucha- 
nan has published a large 8vo. volume, 
entitled “Sketches of the History, man- 
ners, and customs of the North American 
indians.” Hist. of the Christian Church, 
including the history of the Waldenses 
and Albigenses, 2 vols. 8vo. by William 
Jones. Oration before the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society, at Cambridge, Mass. by 
Professor Everett;—uncommonly inter- 
esting. 

14, Inp1a.—A recent traveller, Cap- 


tain Seeley, thus describes the celebrat- 


ed caves of Elora:— 

“Conceive the burst of surprise at sud- 
denly coming upon a stupendous tem- 
ple, within a large open court, hewn out 
of the solid rock, with all its parts per- 
fect and beautiful, standing proudly a- 
lone upon its native bed, and detached 
from the neighbouring mountain by 4& 
spacious area all round, nearly 250 feet 
deep, and 150 fect broad. This unti- 
valied fane rearing its rocky head toa 
height of nearly 100 feet, its length 
about 145 feet, by 62 broad, having well- 
formed doorways, windows, staircases, 
containing fine large rooms of a smooth 
and polished surface, and regularly di- 
vided: by rows of pillars. The whole 
bulk of this immense block of isolated 
excavation is upwards of 500 feet in cit- 
cumference. Beyond its areas are three 
figure galleries, supported by pillars, 
containing 42 curious gigantic figures of 
the Hindoo mythology. The three gal- 
leries in continuity, occupy nearly 420 
feet of excavated rock; and above these 
again are excavated large rooms.” 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 
[Continued from page 86.] 

The Hon. and Rt Rev. LORD 
BISHOP of LITCHFIELD and 
COVENTRY, in moving thanks to 
the President, spoke to the follow- 
ing effect: 

The review which a nation takes 
of its history, whether political, 
financial, or judicial, and the review 
which an individual takes of his con- 
duct, during a year, or any period 
of time, generally present a chequer- 
ed scene. If there are some bright 
colours in the picture, there are 
many errors in judgement and much 
obliquity of motive, which are cal- 
culated to cast a gloom over it: 
there is a sickly hue which over- 
spreads part of the picture, and 
seems to sully the brightness of the 
scene; but in the case of our Socie- 
ty it is different; the aspect is al- 
most uniformly fair; and to what 
can we ascribe this comparative ex- 
emption from human infirmity? sim- 
ply to the nature of our cause, to its 
conformity to the will of God, and 
its special adaptation to the march 
of events, the fulfilment of prophecy, 
and the present and eternal welfare 
of mankind. To endeavour to ap- 
ply these remarks to every part of 
your widely extended efforts, would 
be as unsuitable to your leisure as 
it is to my powers; suffer me, how- 
ever, to fix your attention on a part 
of the world, which is as yet but 
slightly connected with your opera- 
tions, but may perhaps prove a most 
fruitful branch of them. I allude 
to the Spanish and Portuguese do- 
minions in America. Our Society 
stands as it were ready with all its 
means to supply them amply, and 
to diffuse in those countries the in- 
estimable benefits of the word of 
God, for time and eternity. The 


mound is broken through, and the 











waters of life will shortly pour 
their fertilizing tide over the bound- 
less plain. Dwell, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, upon the suitableness 
and seasonableness of such efforts 
at this moment; contemplate the 
effects which will be produced by 
the Gospel; its influence upon the 
laws and lives of the people, mak- 
ing the rulers a terror, not to the 
good, but only to the evil; making 
the ruled obedient for the Lord’s 
sake, and introducing into the cot- 
tages of the poor and the palaces of 
the rich a principle of social virtue, 
causing the wall of separation to be 
broken down among people of far 
different conditions; and leading 
them, though still varying in wealth 
and rank, to meet by faith and af- 
fection as one flock and one fold— 
that of pur Lord Jesus Christ. Such 
is the inviting and delightful pros- 
pect now opening before our Socie- 
ty. I could not lay before you the 
extent of these territories, (the map 
will exhibit it,) containing, I should 
suppose, a population of perhaps 
fifteen millions: will you refuse your 
support to make the funds of this 
Society adequate to those increased 
demands? Will you not thank God 
that any of you by any means have 
been induced to come forward in 
support of this Society, so calculat- 
ed to bless mankind, whether in a 
state of prosperity or adversity? I 
should make an apology for intro- 
ducing by so long a preface, my 
Lord, a motion which relates to 
yourself; but all that concerns this 
Society, and its present and future 
usefulness, comes peculiarly home 
to your heart. 

LORD BARHAM.—I most cor- 
dially second the resolution of thanks 
to our venerable President; but I 
cannot sit down without attempting 
to express those feelings of delight 
which I have experienced in com- 
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C , has been appointed Professor of the 
theory and practice of physic; and N. W. 
Worthington, M. 1)., of the sane place, 
Professor of materia medica, 

10. Coelleze Commencements.—Bow- 
porn Cottece, Brunswick, Me.—At the 
annual commencement of this institu- 
tion, which took place Sept. Ist, fifteen 
alumni of the college received the de- 
gree of A. B; eight alumni the degree 
of A. M.; and the Rev. J. Greanleaf, Rev. 
J. W. Ellingwood, and Mr. Solomon A- 
dams, the honorary degree of A. M.— 
Twenty young gentlemen received the 
degree of M. D. and Gen La Fayette 
and P. Cleaveland, Professor in the col- 
lege of mathematics and natural philoso- 
phy, had conferred on them the degree 
of L. L. D. 

Witirams Coxrieer, Williamstown, 
Ms.—At the annual commencement of 
this institution, held Ist September, fif- 
teen young gentlemen were admitted to 
the degree of A. B. and fourteen to that 
of A. M, ‘The degree of M. D. was con- 
ferred upon six students of the Berk- 
shire medical institution and three other 
medical gentlemen. The degree of D. 
D. was conferred upon the Rev. N. S.S. 
Beman of Troy, N. Y.; and the degree of 
i. L. D, was conferred onthe Hon. E. 
Hl. Mills of the Senate of the U. S. from 
Massachusetts, and the Hon. L. Lincoln, 
Judge of the Supreme Court of Mass. 

Yaur Cottecr, New Haven, Conn.— 
At the last annual commencement of this 
institution, sixty-eight received the de- 
gree of A. B.; thirty-nine, that of A. M.; 
and sixteen, that of M.D. The honora- 
ry degree of A. M. was conferred on the 
Rev. Messrs. Ambrose Todd and fleman 
L. Vail, and Mr. Edward Palmer. The 
degree of D. D. was conferred on the 
Rev. Tho. Charlton Henry, of Charles- 
ton, S. C.; and the degree of L. L. D. on 
the Hom. Smith Thompson, assist. Judge 
of the Supreme court of the U. S. 

Hamitron Cottece, N. Y.—At the 
annual commencement of this institu- 
tion which took place August 25th, se- 
venteen received the degree of A. B., 
and six that of A.M. The Reverend R. 
Proudfit of Schenectady, N. Y. received 
the honorary degree of D. D. 

WareRvVILLE Cottecr, Me.—At the 
annual commencement of this institution, 
which took place on the 25th August, 
the degree of A. B. was conferred on 
three. 

Amurnast Cotceciats Instrrerroen, 
Amherst, Ms.—At the annual commence- 
ment of this institution, eighteen young 








gentlemen received the customary tes- 
timonials. 

Browns University, Providence, R. I. 
At the annual commencement of this in- 
stitution, held Sept. Ist, forty-one re- 
ceived the degree of A. B. and twelve 
alumni of the college, that of A M. The 
honorary degree of D. D. was conferred 
on the Rev. H. Wight of Bristol, R. I. 
and the Rev. R. Semple of Va. 

11. Jn Press—A new edition of Todd’s 
Johnson’s Dictionary; Josephus’s Works 
in four handsome 8vo, vols.; and Shuck- 
ford’s Connexions, in 2 vols. 8vo. 

Preparing for Publication—In Lon- 
don, Armageddon or Jerusalem Regain- 
ed, a poem—author not mentioned. A 
German residing in Japan, is writing a 
treatise on ‘the natural history of that 
country, which is expected to contain 
much interesting information. 

Just Published—No. 18 of Professor 
Silliman’s Journal of Science and Arts, 
for August 1824. A.M James Bucha- 
nan has published a large 8vo. volame, 
entitled “Sketches of the History, man- 
ners, and customs of the North American 
Indians.” Hist. of the Christian Church, 
including the history of the Waldenses 
and Albigenses, 2 vols. 8vo. by William 
Jones. Oration before the Phi Beta 
Kappa Society, at Cambridge, Mass. by 
Professor Everett;—uncommonly inter- 
esting. 

14, Inp1a.—A recent traveller, Cap- 
tain Seeley, thus describes the celebrat- 
ed caves of Elora:— 

“Conceive the burst of surprise at sud- 
denly coming upon a stupendous tem- 
ple, within a large open court, hewn out 
of the solid rock, with all its parts per- 
fect and beautiful, standing proudly a- 
lone upon its native bed, and detached 
from the neighbouring mountain by a 
spacious area all round, nearly 250 feet 
deep, and 150 fect broad. This unri- 
valied fane rearing its rocky head toa 
height of nearly 100 feet, its length 
about 145 feet, by 62 broad, having well- 
formed doorways, windows, staircases, 
containing fine large rooms of a smooth 
and polished surface, and regularly di- 
vided: by rows of pillars. The whole 
bulk of this immense block of isolated 
excavation is upwards of 500 feet in cir- 
cumference. Beyond its areas are three 
figure galleries, supported by pillars, 
containing 42 curious gigantic figures of 
the Hindoo mythology. The three gal- 
leries in continuity, occupy nearly 420 
feet of excavated rock; and above these 
again are excavated large rooms.” 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY. 
[Continued from page 86.] 

The Hon. and Rt Rev. LORD 
BISHOP of LITCHFIELD and 
COVENTRY, in moving thanks to 
the President, spoke to the follow- 
ing effect: 

The review which a nation takes 
of its history, whether political, 
financial, or judicial, and the review 
which an individual takes of his con- 
duct, during a year, or any period 
of time, generally present a chequer- 
ed scene. If there are some bright 
colours in the picture, there are 
many errors in judgment and much 
obliquity of motive, which are cal- 
culated to cast a gloom over it: 
there is a sickly hue which over- 
spreads part of the picture, and 
seems to sully the brightness of the 
scene; but in the case of our Socie- 
ty it is different; the aspect is al- 
most uniformly fair; and to what 
can we ascribe this comparative ex- 
emption from human infirmity? sim- 
ply to the nature of our cause, to its 
conformity to the will of God, and 
its special adaptation to the march 
of events, the fulfilment of prophecy, 
and the present and eternal welfare 
of mankind. To endeavour to ap- 
ply these remarks to every part of 
your widely extended efforts, would 
be as unsuitable to your leisure as 
it is to my powers; suffer me, how- 
ever, to fix your attention on a part 
of the world, which is as yet but 
slightly connected with your opera- 
tions, but may perhaps prove a most 
fruitful branch of them. I allude 
to the Spanish and Portuguese do- 
minions in America. Our Society 
stands as it were ready with all its 
means to supply them amply, and 
to diffuse in those countries the in- 
estimable benefits of the word of 
God, for time and eternity. The 
maound is broken through, and the 








waters of life will shortly pour 
their fertilizing tide over the bound- 
less plain. Dwell, my Lords and 
Gentlemen, upon the suitableness 
and seasonableness of such efforts 
at this moment; contemplate the 
effects which will be produced by 
the Gospel; its influence upon the 
laws and lives of the people, mak- 
ing the rulers a terror, not to the 
good, but only to the evil; making 
the ruled obedient for the Lord’s 
sake, and introducing into the cot- 
tages of the poor and the palaces of 
the rich a principle of social virtue, 
causing the wall of separation to be 
broken down among people of far 
different’ conditions; and leading 
them, though still varying in wealth 
and rank, to meet by faith and af- 
fection as one flock and one fold— 
that of pur Lord Jesus Christ. Such 
is the inviting and delightful pros- 
pect now opening before our Socie- 
ty. I could not lay before you the 
extent of these territories, (the map 
will exhibit it,) containing, I should 
suppose, a population of perhaps 
fifteen millions: will you refuse your 
support to make the funds of this 
Society adequate to those increased 
demands? Will you not thank God 
that any of you by any means have 
been induced to come forward in 
support of this Society, so calculat- 
ed to bless mankind, whether in a 
state of prosperity or adversity? I 
should make an apology for intro- 
ducing by so long a preface, my 
Lord, a motion which relates to 
yourself; but all that concerns this 
Society, and its present and future 
usefulness, comes peculiarly home 
to your heart. 

LORD BARHAM.—I most cor- 
dially second the resolution of thanks 
to our venerable President; but I 
cannot sit down without attempting 
to express -those feelings of delight 
which I have experienced in com- 











132 BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. oct. 


mon with others on the present oc 

casion. Perhaps there is no plea- 
sure on carth more pure than that 
felt in meetings of this kind, where 
80 many assemble to extend the 
blessings of true religion to all parts 
ofthe world. There is something 
in the Bible Society which is pecu- 
liarly animating, for we seem to ex- 
ist for a certain time in almost the 
high«st region of charity, a more 
high end holy region than when we 
are cngaged, most laudably indeed, 
because most necessarily, in pro 
motng the peculiar objects of our 
own particular Societies. It is real- 
ly delightful to see all those minor 
fecluigs, which, perhaps, too much 
engage the attention of the Ciris- 
tian world, lost in one common sen- 
tment of universal benevolence.—- 
Here we appear in the situation of 
a country menaced by invasion, 
When ali minor squabbles of party 
are Jaid aside, and all are engaged 
inte common object of repelling 
the attack of the foe; for we are met 
to provide the means of repelling 
the most dreadful assaults on the 
souls of men, namely, the assaults 
of the prince of darkness. I was 


struck yesterday by the remark of 


a genlteman, who has witnessed the 
approach of one hundred thousand 
of our iellow creatures to the car of 
Juggernaus he drew the picture in 
so forcible a manner, that I wish 
every man in the kingdom could 
have heard him, then all doubt re- 
Specting the necessity of such Insti- 
tutions would vanish In the Re- 
pert a hope was expressed that our 
ardour would not abte in this glori- 
ous cause—abate! my Lord, no, it 
will not abate; for I believe that the 
Spirit of the Most High God ani- 
mates it; so far from abating it will 
increase, till all kindreds and tribes 
shall be brought to the knowledge 
of the truth, and turn from Idolatry; 
and ‘till nation afier nation catch the 
strain, and earth shall roll the rap- 
turous Hosanna round.” 








LORD TEIGNMOUTH, in 
acknowledging the vote of thanks, 
said that he could not refrain from 

riefly expressing some portion of 
those feelings which the recurrence 
of this day never failed to excite in 
his mind. 

Amongst the auspicious circum- 
stances of the present time, there is 
1one more calculated to expand the 
affections, to animate the joy, and 
enliven the hopes of Christians, than 
tie zeal so extensively displayed for 
the diffusion of religious truth and 
knowledge; and at no period, per- 
vaps, since the first century of the 
Christian era, has it shone with a 
brighter or steadier lustre. ; 

If the reproach of indifference to 
the spiritual interests of their fellow- 
creatures, which has been applied 
to Protestants, and to those of this 
country in particular, were ever 
/erited, ithas now been completely 
done away. We see, with delight, 
Missionaries traversing the ocean in 
every directio.:. cheerfully submit- 
ing to privations, and encountering 
dangers, to visit remote and inhos- 
nitable regions, on which the light 
of Christianity has never dawned, 
for the purpose of proclaiming the 
glories of the Redeemer’s kingdom 
to their inhabitants, to invite them 
to become its subjects, and partake 
of its blessings. 

In this work of Christian benevo- 
lence, our own country has a just 
title to pre-eminence; and amongst 
the Institutions formed in it, with a 
view to the glory of God, and the 
happiness of man, the British and 
Foreign Bible Society has no less a 
claim to distinction. It does not, it 
cannot, indeed, depute Missionaries, 
to preach the doctrines of our Ho- 
ly Faith, or circulate Homilies or 
Tracts to explain them; but it dis- 
tributes that heavenly book, without 
which the fruits of missionary la- 
bours would wither and decay, and 
which contains the joyful message 
of reconciliation from an offended 
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yet merciful God to a sinful world, 
and urges on mankind the accept- 
ance of it, by every motive which 
can influence their hopes and fears, 
their gratitude, love, and obedience. 
The circulation of Six Millions 
copies of the Scriptures, in whole 
or in parts, by our Institution, and 
by foreign Societies connected with 
it, is a proof of the earnestness and 
assiduity with which this labour ol 
love has been pursued. I shall not | 
ask from what other sources so 
large a distribution of the Scriptures 
could have been made, if the Bri- 
tish and Foreign Bible Society had 
never existed. Let us rather re 
joice, that, through the Divine fa- 
vour, we have been enabled to lay 
open the Volume of Salvation to so 
many millions of our fellow-crea- 
tures—to conduct the streams from 
the fountain of life and immortality 
to many a barren region—and to 
make the wilderness blossom; that 
we have been the means of impart. 
ing heavenly consolation to the af- 
flicted, instruction to the ignorant, 
food to the hungry, and drink to the 
thirsty, and of reviving the dying 
spark of Christianity in countries, 
where, from the want of the Holy 
Scriptures, it had nearly become 
extinct: and blessed be the name of 
God, who first inspired this under- 
taking, and has crowned it with such 
signal success! 

When I reflect on the extensive 
operations and beneficial influence 
of our Society, connecting them 
with the cause which led to its for- 
mation, and with the period when 
that took place—a period of gloom 
and dismay, when the judgments of 
God were on the earth, and men 
required, for their aid and support, 
all the consolations of Divine Reve 
lauon—I cannot but consider it an 
instrument of his gracious provi- 
dence for furthering his designs of 
mmercy towards mankind: such it will 
prove to those at Icast who receive 





the Bible as the word of God, be- 








liev ing its doctrines, obeying its pre- 
cepts, and cherishing in their hearts, 
with humble and holy joy, its pro- 
mises of eternal glory. 

That it has thus proved a blessing 
to many, who, through its instru- 
mentality, have received the Holy 
Scriptures, we have satisfactory evi- 
dence; and may we not humbly 
hope, that amongst them, there will 
he some, to whom the Lord of Hosts 
will say, on that dav when he makes 
up his jewels—these are mine? Let 
us rejoice in the hope, and give the 
glory to God! 

I have opened a source of con- 
templation, in which we may in- 
dulge with pure and unmixed de- 
light, whilst we derive from it the 
most encouraging motives to unre- 
laxing perseverance in the great 
work in which we are engaged. 

A slight survey of the world will 
equally impress on us the obligation 
of endeavouring to ameliorate its 
condition by the circulation of the 
Scriptures; it will show the extent 
of that moral desolation which co- 
vers so large a portion of the earth; 
it will exhibit myriads of human be- 
ings. with immortal souls, wander- 
ing in ignorance and error from the 
want of that Book, which, under the 
illumination of the Holy Spirit, 
would lead them to the knowledge 
of the truth, and which they would 
joyfully receive; and the more la- 
mentable spectacle of whole nations, 
“sitting in darkness, and in the sha- 
dow of death,” the slaves of degrad- 
ing superstition, and demoralizing 
idolatry. 

Is it possible for those who enjoy 
the blessings of. Divine Revelation, 
and have imbibed any portion of 
that charity, which the Gospel of 
our Lord, and his own example, so 
forcibly inculcate, to view such an 
exhibition of human destitution and 
misery without feeling an anxious 
desire to relieve their suffering fel- 
low-creatures by supplying them 
with the only effectual remedy—the 
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word of God? No; the desire has 
been deeply and extensively felt, and 
it has been accompanied by corres- 
ponding efforts; I trust it will in- 
crease in ardour and activity until 
“the earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord.” 

With respect to our Society in 
particular, 1 indulge the pleasing 
confidence, that, whilst it continues 
to maintain an inviolable adherence 
to the simple and professed princi- 
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ple of its Institution, and acts in | 


humble and exclusive dependence 
onthe Divine favour and support, 
the charity which has hitherto sup- 
plied the means of its benevolent 
exertions will never fail; and that it 
will remain, from generation to ge- 
neration, a lasting monument of Bri- 
tish beneficence, and, what it has 
hitherto proved, a real blessing to 
the human race. 

ADMIRAL COUNT VER HU- 
ELL, Peer of France, having been 
introduced by the President as the 
Representative of the Protestant 
Bible Society at Paris, delivered the 
following address: 

My Lord, I regret that I do not 
know enough of your language, and 
have not the talents fully to express 
the sentiments of respect and admi- 
ration which I experience on find- 
ing myself in this venerable and 
illustrious Christian assembly. 

The object of the mission with 
which the Protestant Bible Society 
of Paris has honoured me, is, to pre- 
sent you the tribute of its gratitude, 
and to give you ils most sincere 
thanks for all the benefits you have 
bestowed on it: it regards your So- 
ciety, my Lord, as.the first cause, 
by the grace of God, of that zeal 
which now animates its members 
for the sacred interest of pure reli- 
gion. That religion, like a tree of- 


ten beaten by the storm, may lose 
its branches, but cannot be rooted 
up; exposed to the seasons and the 
tempest, it offers to admiring spec- 
tators a great example, that wherever 


| 
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the providence of God has struck 
deep its roots, it preserves its life 
and vigour in spite of the power 
and the multiplicity of those events 
which seemed to menace it with 
destruction. 

The Protestants of France are 
still what they were in the time of 
the great Henry; the King of France 
has no subjects more faithful, no 
citizens more devoted to his govern- 
ment; they are animated with the 
love of order, and they only desire 
to live in peace, and to educate their 
children in the religion of their fa- 
thers. 

It is to that estimable portion of 
the French nation, my Lord, that 
your generous, | could almost say, 
your sublime Institution has render- 
ed the greatest service in reviving 
the sacred love of religion, and in 
distributing so liberally those Holy 
Scriptures, of which multitudes 
were deprived. I am happy to as- 
sure you that the zeal of the Protes- 
tants in this pious work does not 
diminish, but that, on the contrary, 
the number of Bible Societies has 
augmented again this year. 

With cager solicitude these nu- 
merous Societies endeavour to pro- 
vide every Protestant family in 
France with that book, which is the 
surest guide of man on earth, and 
is his only guide to heaven. I do 
not fear the charge of presumption 
when I assert, that we can observe 
every where the protection of God 
extended over this great and sacred 
Institution; but posterity will be best 
able to appreciate the whole of the 
wonders which it has already pro- 
duced, and which it is destined to 
produce hereafter. 

I consider Biblical Institutions as 
real promoters of that light, before 
which all the erroneous principles 
of false philosuphy will disappear; 
and I cannot but hope that ere long 
all the governments of the civilized 
world, will find it to be their interest 








to protect institutions, whose funda- 





Salk ad 





— 


1824. 


mental principle is the love of peace, 
tranquility, and order. 

In the course of the proceedings, 
the Rev. Dr. Moraison, from Chi- 
na, presented a copy of the entire 
Bible in Chinese; the results of his 
labours carried on at Canton during 
a period of seventeen years, with 
the assistance of the late Rev. Ur. 
Milne, at Malacca. 
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The sight of this important ver- 
sion, in a language spoken by up- 
wards of two hundred millions of 
people, (a copy of which has been 
most graciously accepted by his 
Majesty) was hailed with demon- 
strations of the most lively satisiac- 
tion by the members and friends of 
the Society present. 





Domestic Kuntelligerce. 


VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 
{ Continued from p. 96.} 


The Rev. Frederick W. Hatch, 
from the committee to whom the 
Parochial Reports were referred, 
presented a report, which was read 
as follows: 

The Committee on the Parochial 
Reports, have taken them into con- 
sideration, and beg leave to present 
them to the Convention in the fol- 
lowing condensed form : 

St. Martin’s parish, Hanover, has 
no pastor at present, but its pros- 
pects are not materially altered. 

In Augusta parish, the Rev. Dr. 
Stephens, Rector, the interests of the 
Church are represented as rather 
languishing, in consequence of re- 
movals and deaths.—Marriages 5, 
Baptisms 7, Funerals 5, Communi- 
cants 15. 

In Lynhaven parish, Rev. R. 
Prout, Rector, Princess Ann county, 
four have been added to the Church, 
—Communicants 23, Baptisms 1}, 
Burials 13. 

The Church in Hampshire coun- 
ty, Rev. Sylvester Nash, Minister, 
has suffered much for want of regu- 
lar ministrations heretofore; to se- 
cure which, its present scattered and 
enfeebled condition renders every 
effort necessary. Those energies, 
however they appear willing to exert, 
and are endeavouring, to the extent 
of their ability, to render the minis- 








tration of the word both permanast 
and frequent. 

Seven places of worship are rege- 
larly atteaded—five of them once 
and twice a month, on Sundays, and 
other places, on week days.—Bap- 
tisms 32—3 adults, Marriages 3, 
Funerals 6. 

The Rector of Frederickville pa- 
rish, F. W. Hatch, mentions with 
gratitude to Him who disposes the 
hearts of men to good, the liberality 
manifested by the citizens of Char- 
lottesville and several respectable 
gentlemen in its vicinity, in subscrib- 
ing funds for building an Episcopal 
Church in the town, and for the 
friendly interest they have taken in 
the subject.—Baptisms, about 24— ~ 
10 coloured persons; Funerals 8. 

In Kanawha parish, Rev. Charles 
H. Page, Rector, no material change 
has taken place during the last year. — 
In the congregation at the mouth of 
Coal, and also that at Charleston, 
there are about 12 Coinmunicants. 
The Minister has once visited Ca- 
bell county, and several times the 
county of Mason, where he found 
the people favourably disposed to the 
Church, and a very wide field for 
ministerial labours —Baptisms 35 
—12 coloured children; Deaths 60 
—35 children; Marriages 12. 

The present Pastor of Christ 
Church, Norfolk, Rev. William 
Wickes, has had the charge of it a- 
bout 14 months, in which time, 8 per- 
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sons have been added to the com nu- | 
nios. 22 deaths have taken place—) 
34 have been baptized, and 13 marri- | 
ages celebrated. There are at pre- | 
sen. in the Congregation 184 Com-, 
municants, and | Sunday School. 
In t general view of the state of this, 
Coigregation, the Pastor is able tu. 
Say that itis flourishing. The pub- 
lic worship is well attended; and re 
ligun he believes is advancing. Ou 
the subject of contributions to the) 
Theological Seminary—an_institu-_ 
tod increasing in interest in this Di- 
octss—soine difficulty has arisen; 
which the Pastor, in justice to the 
pérish, and in the hope that it may | 
now be removed, thinks it proper to | 
etplain. When the subscription | 
was offered to the congregation in| 
Norfolk, the expectation was, that | 
the Seminary would be located at’ 
Williamsburg—hence many, from | 
their attachment to that ancient seat 
of learning, subscribed more than 
they would have done, if expecting | 
its location any where else. Being 
however, as anxious as any other 
portion of the Diocess for the suc- 
cess of the Seminary, the hope may 
be entertained, that now a teinporary | 
location is contemplated, all difficul- | 
ty in relation to their subscriptions, | 
may be removed. 

In Lynenburg parish, Rev. A. 
Treadway, Rector, the service is_ 
well attended, and the prospects of | 
the Church are upon the whole en-| 
couraging. Baptisms three, Marri- | 
ages two. | 

In Bristol parish, Petersburg, | 
Rev. A. Syme, Rector, he reports 
considerable improvoment in the | 
attention of the congregation to rell- | 
gious duties. ‘The worship of the) 
Church is well attended, and the 
number of Communicants is increas 
ed.— Baptisms, 13—Marriages, 16 
—Deaths, 37. 

Lexington parish, Amherst, Rev. 
S. Freeman, Rector, bad been for 
some years without a minister, unt! 
July last, at which time, nota single 
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individual was to be found, who it is 
believed, would ha-e gone to the 
Com nunion, hid it been celebrated. 
Present prospects, however, are 
sumMew ial Encouraging, the minisiry 
of the Word is well attended; num- 
vers it is believed, are daily become 
ing convinced “of sin, of righteous- 
ness aud of judgment.” There are 
three Churches in this parish to re- 
pair; exertions are now making to 
rebuild one, and repair the others. 
Baptisms, 43—coloured persons, 16; 
Deatns, 5; Marriages, 1. 

In Hungar’s parish, the Rector 
believes the Redeemer’s cause to 
be progressing, though no material 
change has taken place since the 
last report.--Baptisms, 121—WMar- 
riages, 9—Funerals, 27—Commu- 
nicants, 29. 

Tie Congregation of Portsmouth 
paris), Rev. Mr. Wingteld, Rector, 
increases slowly, and the general 
state of the Church here is prosper- 
ous; an increased attention to reli- 
gion is manites‘ed, and the atten- 
dance on the preached word is more 
regular and general. The Gospel 
kingdom is gaining ground, aad the 
Rector rejoices in the hope of a day 
of better “things,” not far distant. 
Baptisms, 19—Lunerals, 8—Com- 
municants, 19, 

In Lancaster & Northumberland, 


Rev. J. Parker, Miuister, the glory ° 


of our Zion is still visible. In the 
venerable rains of her dilapidated 
temples—the mouldemog pillar —toe 
prostrate altar—the shattered dome 
—the spacious court—once throug- 
ed with joyful multitudes,—and the 
solitary remnant who now traverse 
the waste, mourning over its desola- 
tion, and seeking to light up jn their 
souls the flaine of devotion at altars 
where the sacrifice for sin has long 
since ceased to be represented, ex- 
hibit to the mind of the beholder a 


most melancholy subject of contem- — 


ylation. The minister of these par- 
ishes still trusts, from the increased 
attention to religion, and the growing~ 
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respect manifested for the Liturgy, 
through the instrumentality even of 
his divided services, the congrega- 
tions may be built up. Two of the 
Churches it is expected will be 
repaired —Baptisms, 36 —Funerals, 
5— Marriages, 4. 

Parish of Fred: rick.—Since the 
last Convention, the Rev. Mr. Ro- 
bertson having left the Church in 
Winchester, the Rev. Mr. Mead. is 
now sole Rector of the parish, offi- 
Ciating alternately at Winchester 
and the Chapel. The state of the 
Congregations is considered good. 
The attendance on divine worship, 
with a few exceptions, is very regu- 
lar. The number of Communicants 
has been increased by the addition 
of eight, during the last year. The 
number of Baptisms is twelve, one 
of which is an adult.—Two socie. 
ties of fernales, formed in the 2 con 
gregations for the purpose of pro- 
moting domestic and foreign mis- 
sions, and the education of pious 
young men, promise very effectual 
and permanent support to these im- 
portant objects. In the Chapel con. 
gregation, very handsome collections 
have been made for these purposes, 
for some years past; in the congre- 
gation at Winchester, the efforts 
have but just commenced, though 
with very flattering prospects of suc- 
cess, as nearly fifty dollars were ob- 
tained in the first few weeks of its 
institution. The minister of this 
parish, encouraged by the success 
with which it has pleased Heaven 
to crown his endeavours in this 
cause, begs leave to state to the 
Church, the method which, by ex- 
perience, he has found most effec- 
tual, in the hope of inducing his 
brethren to make trial of the same. 
Believing that the great duty and 
need of raising up and properly edu- 
cating pious young men for the min- 
istry, and of supplying the destitute 
parts of our own land, as well as the 
nations of the heathen world, with 
the ministrations of the Gospel, only 
Vor 6....No. 3.—8 
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‘required to be fully and frequently 


placed before the hearts of Chris« 
tians, as we do the other duties and 
doctrines of reiigion, in order to in- 
duce them to take a lively and ac- 
uve inverest in the promotion of the 
saine, he has for some years past 
been pursuing the following plan:— 
ile has supplied himself with a num- 
ber of the best religious magazines 
of the day, which give a full view of 
all the spirtual wants, as well as 
religious exertions and charities of 
the whole Christian world; from 
these he has always been able to 
collect a great variety of most inter- 
esting and edifying pieces on all 
those subjects which are most dear 
to every Christian’s heart, and which 
from time to time, he reads to the 
members of the congregation. In 
the country congregation, he has for 
some years been in the habit of hav- 
ing meetings for this purpose at pri- 
vate houses, on some day in the 
week, where a nuinber of the fami- 
lies most convenient assemble to- 
gether. A few hours are spent in 
prayer, singing suitable hymns, and 
reading the above mentioned selec- 
tions. Sometimes the ladies are 
engaged in some work which is dis- 
posed of for the bencfitof the cause; 
and the younger members of the 
families are brought also and encou- 
raged to take an interest in what is 
passing. The minister can truly 
testify for himself, and. those of his 
charge, that these meetings are un- 
usually interesting, and have the ef- 
fect of drawing the hearts of those 
present, towards the important ob- 
jects laid before them. As evi- 
dence of which, he states that for 
some years past he has by means of 
these meetings in the Chapel cone 
gregation, collected about one hune 
dred dollars annually, which for the 
two last years have been sent to the 
general Missionary Society of the 
Church. At the same time, the 
Communicants of this congregation 
have been contributing between fifty 
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and one hundred dollars annually to 
the Education society of the district 
of Columbia, besides liberal sub- 


scriptions to the Theological school || 


of Virginia. In the Church of Win- 
chester, a female society for promot- 
ing the education of pious young 
men, and for missionary purposes, 
has been formed within a few 
months, and promises to do well. 
In order to give proper information 
to the minds of the members, anc 
also to impress proper feclings on 
their hearts, in regard to these sub- 
jects, the minister has occasionally 
substituted on Sunday afternoon, the 
above mentioned extracts in place 
of the sermon, and has reason to be- 
lieve that this plan is not only pleas- 
ing, but will be improving and pro- 
fitable. He hopes to raise the an- 
nual sum of one hundred dollars 
from this congregation, which for 
the present, it is intended to apply 
entirely to the education of pious 
young men, together with a separate 
contribution from the Communi- 
cants. ‘The minister of this Parish 
has been thus particular, because he 
thinks the time has arrived when it 
behoves every minister to make full 
trial of bis ministry in this respect, 
and because. he believes that there 
is not a congregation in the Church, 
from which something may not be 
obtained from willing hearts, if the 
subjects be properly and frequently 
presented to them. Small contri- 
butions may thus be obtained from 
pious females, and even from chil- 
dren, as well as froin the male mem- 
bers of the Church; which would 
not in the least degree interfere with 
any other necessary collection for 
the support of the Church. He is 
firmly persuaded that no other plan 
will produce half the effect, or will 
long continue in operation, and 
therefore urges his brethren to adopt 
that, which his own experience for 
many years has proved to be suc- 
cessful. 

Monumental Church.—It is with 


VIRGINIA CONVENTION. 

















ocr. 


great pleasure that the Rector of the 
Monumental Church, the Rt. Rev. 
Bishop Moore, in the City of Rich- 
mond, informs the Convention that 
the state of his Congregation is very 
promising. A bible class was in- 
stituted by him the last winter, 
which has been uniformly well at- 
tended. It consisted of from 80 to 
100 Ladies, whose religious deport- 
ment was highly pleasing, and who, 
from the readiness with which they 
answered the questions proposed to 
them, must have closely studied the 
subjects under considerauon. The 
number of Communicants slowly in- 
creases. The congregation is uni- 
form in their attendance upon divine 


/ worship, and devout in their bcha- 
viour, 


The Rector closes his re- 
port by recommending to the Cler- 
gy the institution of Bible classes in 
their respective parishes, and to be 
diligent in their chatechetical in- 
structions to the children belonging 
to their congregations. —Communi- 
cants, 130. 

The Committee cannot close this 
report, without recommending to the 
particular attention of the parishes 
in the Diocess, the subjects intro- 
duced to their notice, in the inter- 
esting returns from Frederick parish 
by the Rev. Wim. Meade, and from 
the Monumental Church by our 
venerable Bishop. Ali of which is 
respectfully submitted. 

‘The report was adopted. 

The following preamble and reso- 
lution was offered by the Rev. Wm. 
Meade, and adupted. 

Whereas the Bishop has signified 
to the Convention, his desire and in- 
tention of employing an assistant, 
which is now rendered absolutely 
necessary to the discharge of his 
i:piscopal duties in the Diocess, and 
that he is willing to pay one-half of 
the assistant’s salary out of his own 
purse ; 


Therefore Resolved, That as soon as 
the Bishop shall have obtained an assis- 
tant, he communicate the same to the 















1824. 


Ministers and Vestries, stating what 
would be needful on their part, to the 
support of said assistant, and making 
such a representation of all the circum- 
stances of the case as he may deem 
most effectual. 


And then, the Convention adjourn- 
ed, to meet again in the city of 
Richmond, on the third Thursday 
in May next. 


[We regret to find no notiti 
from the venerable Diocesan. There 
was preaching morning and evening 
of every day that the Convention 
was sitting—a practice we should 
like to see prevail at the Conven- 
tions of all our Dioceses. | 


We have received the interesting “Re- 
port of the Committee of correspon- 
dence and publication of the Society 
of Inquiry respecting the advancement 
of Christianity, attached to the Gene- 
ral Theological Seminary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Church in the Unit- 
ed States; read in Christ Church, New 
York, on Thursday Evening, July 29th, 
1824, at the first annual meeting of 
said Society,” from which we make the 
following extracts : 


The object of the Society being 
principally the collection and diffu- 
sion of information respecting the 
past progress, the present circum- 
stances, and the future prospects of 
Christianity, more particularly in 
reference to our own Church, it was 
evidently expedient to commence, 
as soon as possible, a correspon- 
dence with the various societies and 
individuals concerned in the man- 
agement of her religious affairs.— 
With this impression, your Com- 
mittee proceeded to write to the 
secretaries of the several Conven- 
tions in the United States, and of 
the General and State Missionary 
Societies, requesting of them copies 
of journals, reports, and whatever 
other publications might have been 
issued by them, as well as such 
other information as it might be in 
their power to furnish. From the 
secretaries of the Conventions of 
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Delaware, Maine, New Jersey, New 
York, Ohio, and South Carolina, 
communications have been receiv- 
ed. From South Carolina, Ohio, 
avd New York in particular, ample 
information has been obtained, as 
well from the individual communi- 
cations of the gentlemen addressed, 
as from a number of pamphlets 
kindly forwarded by them. Interest- 
ing communications have also been 
received from the General Domes- 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society, 
and the Missionary Society of Ohio. 

In the letter of Dr. Dalcho, the 
secretary of the Convention of South 
Carolina, these remarks occur rela- 
tive to the subject upon which in- 
formation was requested :—We 
look for illumination,” says he, “to 
the seats of theological learning.— 
Our labours here are rather of the 
body, than of the mind. Churches 
are to be reared and Congregations 
formed, in the extensive upper dis- 
tricts of the State, by great mission- 
ary exertions, for which our means 
are butsmall. We have, however, 
reason to be thankful, that, under 
the blessing of God, the Charch in 
this Diocess is increasing, and, I 
trust, daily acquiring a more saving 
knowledge of the mercies of re- 


demption.” 


The following is an extract of a 
letter from the Rev. Samuel John- 
ston, secretary of the Convention of 
Ohio, under date of 

“Cincinnati, 12th April, 1824, 

“Dear Sir, 

“You will be sensible of a 
vast field of usefulness to the herald 
of the cross. Many emigrants are 
here from England and the Eastern 
States, and a considerable portion of 
them have been brought up in the 
principles of our Apostolic Church. 
Every possible means should be 
employed to preserve them in the 
faith, which under God, forms a 
more impregnable barrier against. 
heresy and schisms, than any other 
with which we are acquainted. Ig 
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such a promiscuous population as 
ours, a ‘form of sound words’ is 
imperiously demanded, Our in- 
comparable liturgy, by the confes.- 
sion of all, is such a form. Nothing 
is wanting but an efficient ministry 
to make the Church rise in the 
splendour of her primitive services. 
and command the admiration ol 
Christians. 

‘‘Many villages and towns are 


~ anxiously waiting the period when 


the waste places of Zion shall be 
supplied. At present, we are using 
some pains to keep, if possible, from 
extinction those little parishes alrea- 
dy formed. Properly speaking, 
however, the Church i this part of 
th: country, (with the exception of 
soine few large towns.) has not form- 
ed any definite character. The ex- 
ertions of sectarians have been so 
great, and so litte opportunity has 
been afforded to bring forward to 
public consideration the peculiari- 
ties of our faith, that, as yet, little 
comparatively, has been done.— 
Great efforts are making by other 
denominations to proselyte, and par- 
ticularly by the Methodists. They 
have gathered in immense multi- 


tudes, and probably from no people. 


as much as from ours.”’*****To la- 
bour here,” adds Mr. Johnston, 
“much zeal is necessary, a good 
knowledge of human nature, and 
great piety and frudence. Were 
our ministry to cultivate more of 
that impassioned kind of speaking 
peculiar to some preachers, we 
should command greater audiences. 
If we do not extemporize; occasion- 
ally to deliver sermons memoriter, 
or always to be familiar with our 
notes, will make us more accept- 
able, and consequently more useful.” 

A letter from the Rev. E. B. Kel- 
logg, corresponding secretary of the 
Protestant Episcopal Missionary So 
ciety within and for the Diocess of 
Ohio, has likewise been received. 
which contains some additional in 
formation relative to the same sec- 








tion of our country. ‘The subjoined 
particulars are from that letter, 
which bears date of 

“Chilicothe, June 8th, 1824. 

“Dear Sir, 

“Yours of the 23d ult. has 
been received. If 1 can communi- 
cate any information relative to ‘the 
state of the Church in this Diocess, 
the means employed for its exten- 
sion, and the result of efforts already 
made,’ I shall do it with pleasure. 

“With regard to the present state 
of our Zion, 1 can only mourn with 
the prophet over her desolations. In 
1822 and 1823, there were ten Cler- 
gymen officiating in our different 
parishes. Of these, three have since 
removed to other States; two more 
(as they lately informed me) are 
about to leave, and two have died. 
Among the latter was the son of our 
Bishop.* His loss to us will not ea- 
sily be repaired. The number of 
organized parishes in the State, 1s 
forty-eight; and there now remain, 
as you will perceive, only three Epis- 
copal Clergymen. These, for the 
most part, are entirely local. Such 
is the present condition of our infant 
Church. 

«Efforts have not been wanting on 
our part for its extension. In 1822, 
a Society was organized for the ex- 
press purpose of raising a fund for 
the support of Missionaries. To 
carry this object into eflect, auxilia- 
ries were formed in al! our principal 
congregations; and the Rev. Philan- 
der Chase, Jun. was sent to the 
Eastern States, to solicit donations. 
A sum was thus raised, amounting 
io about three thousand dollars. This 
has now been at the disposal of the 
Board for nearly two years. In the 
meantime, every possible exertion 
has been made by our Bishop, and 
others, to prevail on Missionaries to 
come among us; but without effect, 
—none have appeared. 

“Before closing this communica- 


* Rev. Philander Chase, Jun. 
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tion, I should observe, that this coun- 
try presents to the Missionary a 
most ampie field for usefulness. The 
extreme solicitude of our people tor 
the ministrauons of the Church— 
their liberality to support it—the 
multitude of our parisiies, and the 
small number of our Clergy—are 
circumstances which will contribute 
greatly to the success of a pious 
Minister, and render his services 
doubly valuable. 

*Q that Ged would hear the pray- 
er of bis people, and send forth la- 
bourers into the destitute parts of 
his vineyard! ‘Phe ways of our 
Zion do mourn, because few come 


to the solemn ‘casts: all her gales | 


are desvlate: her priests sigh, her 
virgins are afflicted, and she is in 
bitterness.’ 

“Should you be able, through the 
medium of your publication, to in- 
duce one ‘to come over into Mace- 
donia, and help us,’ you will confer 
a favour, most thankfully to be ac- 
cepted.”’ 

Relative to the Diocess of New 
Jersey. a letter has been received 
from the Rev. John Croes, Jun. se- 
cretary of the Convention; in which 
he thus writes—*I will at present 
observe, that the Church in the Dio- 
cess of New Jersey is a feeble body, 
when compared with some other de- 
hominations, or with the population 
of the State. We have at present 
but fourteen officiating Clergymen, 
and this number is greater than we 
have had at any previous period. 
We have several vacant Churches ; 
but most of them are small and poor. 
Our poverty heretofore has been 
one great cause of our not increas- 
ing in strength. We cannot but hope, 
however, that this cause in time will 
be removed. Our various funds 
are gradually increasing, particular- 
ly our Missionary Fund. When 
this becomes large enough to ena- 
ble us to support a missionary con- 
stantly, we hope to see some, or all 


of our vacant parishes supplied, and | 








‘new congregations formed. On the 
whole, although our Church is poor 
and small, we trust that of late years 
it has been improving slowly. New 
liie and vigour have been infused 
mio it, and sound and scriptural 
piety appear to have increased.” 
From the Rev. Benj. T. Onder- 
donk, secretary of the Convention 
ol New York, a long and interesting 
communication has reached us, 
bearing date of New York, July 24, 
1824, in which, alter giving a brief 
outline of the progress of the Church 
in that Diecess, he enters into a 
statement of the causes which have 
materially tended to this end. “I 
have been thus particular,” says he, 
“in noticing the number of mem- 
bers in the above specified Conven- 
tions, in order to show the gradual 
increase with which the great Head 
of the Church has been pleased to 
bless this portion of his mystical 
body. For the completion of that 
view I will merely state, that our 
last Convention, held in October, 
1823, was composed of 47 Presby- 
ters, 10 Deacons, and 68 Lay Dele- 
yates, representing 34 parishes, be- 
ing more than e/even times as many 
Clergymen, and more than siz times 
us many Lay Delegates, as there 
were in the first Convention 38 years 
before. To this review, it is highly 
gratifying to be enabled to add, that 
a proportioned blessing of spiritual 
progress has not been denied.” 
Time will not permit us to do 
justice to this communication. We 
can only briefly state the points 
themselves, without the accompany- 
ingremarks. Among those circum- 
stances which have been so condu- 
cive to the prosperity of our Zion, in 
that Diocess he mentions, “a due 
regard to propriety of character and 
conduct m the Clergy” —“fidelity in 
ministerial duty”—-“‘punctilious ad- 
herence to the established order of 
the Church”—“a faithful exhibition 
in public ministerial instructions, of 
the distinctive doctrines of the Gosa- 
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fel, as including the distinctive’ 
frrincifiles of our Church”—“a re- 

gular attention to missionary du- 

ty”—*the formation of societies for 

the extension of the interests of re- 

ligion and the Church” —and, though 

last in enumeration, by no means 
least in importance, the invaluable 
blessing of “ faithful and laborious 

Episcopal superintendence.” 

Immediately after the letters of 
the Committee above referred to, 
were dispatched to various parts of 
our country, they resolved to make 
overtures for a correspondence 
with the venerable Society for Pro- 
pagating the Gospel in Foreign 
Parts, the Society for the Promotion 
of Christian knowledge, and the 
Church Missionary Society; all as is 
well known, distinguished instru- 
ments of the Church of England in 
the support and extension of our re- 
ligion. The once conspicuous in- 
strumentality of the two former of 
these societies, in the establishment 
and support of the Church on the 
then destitute borders of the Atlan- 
tic—the known interest taken by 
them in the concerns of that Church 
which is their offspring—and the ex- 
tensive influence and _ intelligence 
which they possess, were the leading 
reasons for*such a step. At the 
same time, letters were addressed 
to the editors of the principal religi- 
ous publications connected with the 
English Caurch, requesting copies 
of their respective publications. 
Sufficient time has not vet interven- 
ed for the reception of answers; but 
confident hopes are entertained of 
encouragement and support. 

About the same time, letters si- 
milar to the last were addressed to 
the editors of the various religious 
publications connected with the 
Church in the United States. The 
editors of the Christian Journal, 
the Washington Theological Re- 
pertory, the Philadelphia Recorder, 
and the Gospel Advocate, have 
kindly and promptly acceded to our 
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request—particularly the editors of 
the latter, who have presented us a 
complete set of their valuable work 
from the commencement of its pub- 
lication. 

Letters have also been sent to the 
secretaries of the various socicties 
for the promotion of religion and 
learning connected with the Church 
in this country, stating the objects of 
the Society, and proposing corres- 
pondence and interchange of publi- 
cations. As yet, no answers have 
been received, except from Mr. E. 
T. Campbell, secretary of the Pro- 
testant Episcopal Society for the 
Advancement of Christianity in 
Georgia. In answer to the letter 
sent him, he thus writes, under date 
of July 2d:—“In relation to the in- 
formation sought by this communi- 
cation, I would state, that no report 
has yet been made by our Society, 
since the publication of the proceed- 
ings of our first State Convention, 
about eighteen months since. A 
copy of the proceedings of that 
Convention you are no doubt in 
possession of. In consequence of 
the long interval of more than 
twenty years previously to the re- 
vival of our Episcopal Church at 
Augusta, our congregation became 
very much scattered. Nor will it 
be practicable, I fear, ever again to 
have restored to us all of those in- 
dividuals, who, for the want of a 
church of their own, have since at- 
tached themselves to other denomi- 
nations of Christians established a- 
mong them. Under the able super- 
intendence of our much respected 
Rector, the Rev. Hugh Smith, I 
am happy to state, that the prospects 
of anumerous congregation being 
speedily collected in our Church, at 
Augusta, are at present very flatter- 
ing. Mr. Smith has several times 
proceeded a short distance into the 
interior of our State, and believes 
that a fine field is there presented at 
this time for the labours of Episco- 
pal Missionaries.” 
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GENERAL MISSIONARY SOCIETY 

+ Aap Protestant Episcopal Church, 
any of our Episcopalians seem 
scarcely to be aware of the existence 
of this society; and those who are 
aware of its existence seem scarce- 
ly to consider its great importance, 
as regards the progress of our own 

Church. One of the most bitter 

things of which we have to com- 

plain, is the want of zeal among the 
generality of Episcopalians on the 
vitally important subject of mis- 
sions; and one great aim of our ex- 
ertions will be to strive to stir up 
the minds of our. readers to these 
subjects. To this end we hope soon 
to be able to present them with an 
account of the origin and present 
prospects of the General Missionary 

Society of ourchurch. Inthe mean 

time we shall offer some brief no- 

tices which have just come into our 
hands. 

Extract of a letter from the Rev. Richard 
F, Cadle, a Missionary of the Domes- | 
tic and Foreign Missionary Society of | 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, who | 
has lately gone to Detroit, dated Sept. 
3, 1824, to the Rev. George Boyd, 
Corresponding Secretary. 

“I left New York, on the Ist of July, 
and arrived here on the 12th; from that 
period I have regularly performed di- 
vine service and preached in the Coun- 
cil-house, the use of which has been 
granted to the Protestant Episcopal in- 
habitants of this city, by his excellency 
Governor Cass. In addition to the usual 
services on Sunday, I generally preach 
once in the course of the week. ‘This 
city contains about 2000 inhabitants: it 
has in it a Roman Catholic Church, a 
Methodist meeting-house, and a building 
erected by different denominations, styl- 
ed the first Protestant Church of De- 
troit, at present under the control of the 
Presbyterians. The numbé@r of persons 
attached to our church is about 40: the 
communicants I believe, are not more 
than three or four. 

“With the exception of the Rev. Alan- 
son W. Welton, no Episcopal clergyman 
has ever settled in this place. He came 
here about three years ago, and died the 
following autumn. He preached only a 
few months, but many cherish his me- 
mory with affection.” 











“1 have also visited Mount Clémens, a 
small village in Macomb county, on the 
river Clinton, a few miles above its en- 
trance into Lake St. Clair, and preached 
once. ‘There are two Episcopal families 
there, and three communicants. My 
best exertions shall, with the divine 
blessing, be given to build up in this 
place the kingdom of the Redeemer, and 
to seek for Christ’s sheep that are dis- 
persed abroad, and for his children who 
are in the midst of this naughty world, 
that they may be saved through Christ 
for ever.” 

The following is an extract from 
a letter to the Rey. B. Allen, en- 
closing $40: 

LEESBURG, ——, ——, 

“Reverend Sir— The female members 
of the Episcopal Church in Leesburg, 
having organised a society for the pro- 
motion of Domestic Missions, have con- 
ceived a desire of connecting themselves 
as an auxiliary with the parent society 
in Philadelphia, and of dispensing their 
limited contributions through that chan- 
nel. The collection now on hand a- 
mounting to forty dollars, they have de- 
dicated to the purpose of distributing 
the word of life amongst the Indians 
within the Territory of the United States. 
In conformity with their resolutions, I 
have the honour of transmitting you the 
said sum to be directed to that purpose 
in any manner which you shall think ex- 
pedient.—[ Phil. Recorder, 


ANNUAL MEETING OF THE EDU- 
CATION SOCIETY, 

The Members and Friends of the 
Society for the Education of frious 
young Men for the Ministry of the 
Protestant Epfiscofial Church, are 
informed that the annual meeting of 
this institution, will be held on the 
last Thursday of the present month 
(Oct. 28), in Christ Chureh, Geo. 
Town, D. C. The members of the 
Society will meet for the execution 
of business at }1 o’clock in the mor- 
ning; and a discourse appropriate 
to the occasion, will in the evenin 
be delivered by the Rev. Mr. Meade. 
After the discourse, a ¢ollection 
will be made, in aid of the funds of 
the Society. 

It is earnestly requested that the 
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Subseribers to the Education Soci- | 
ety and the Members of its several 
auxiliaries, will exert themselves tu 
attend its annual meeting. Those 
who were present at the last anni- | 
versary, must remember the plea- 
sure they received on that occasion | 
in the Christian fellowship of their | 
brethren whom they met front dif. | 
ferent parts, and in cherishing and | 
sharing the zeal which seemed to 
animate all the members to unite 
their most efficient exertions in the 
cause of Christ. That our Christian 
brethren who intend to be present at 
the approaching meeting, may antici- 
pate spiritual enjoyment and edifica-_ 
tion from the interesting nature of 
the Society’s business; from the spi- 
rit of unity, harmony, and brotherly 
love among those connected wth! 
it, and from the religious exercise | 
of the occasion, we may venture to | 
promise without hesitation. The 
Education Society has taken a pro- | 
minent station among the institutions — 
to which the Church is looking for 
assistance. Greatinterest and much 
zeal have been awakened in its be- 
half. Auxiliary Societies from time | 
to time, are becoming associated i in| 
its labours; and promising young | 
men much more frequently, are en- | 
tering their names as candidates for | 
its assistance. We cannot estimate | 
tvo highly its importance to the pros- | 
perity of the Church; nor can Min- | 
isters and all others enlisted in the 
cause of religion, engage too zea- | 
lously in the maintenance and en- 
largement of its prosperity. 
FOREIGN. 
CHRISTIAN ESQUIMAUX. 

. From the London papers receiv- 
ed by the late arrivals, it appears 
that Capt. Parry arrived in Davis’s 
Straits early in June, having crossed 
the Atlantic from the Orkneys to 
Cape Farewell in fourteen days. A 
letter from one of the expedition, 
dated Whalefish Island near Disco, 
gives the following account of a set- | 
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tlement of Christian Esquimavux. 
It is gratifying to find that the na- 
tives of this inhospitable climate, 
amid all their deprivations, are not 
destitute of the Bible, and of the in- 
stitutions of Christianity 

There is resident on this island a 
Danish governor or merchant, and about 
eighty or ninety Esquimaux, or rather a 
mixed race of Danes and Esquimaux; 
they are mostly Christians, nat it was 
quite delightful to find the holy scrip- 
tures among them, and to see almost 
every one of these poor creatures ena- 
bled to read the blessed word in their 
own language. The huts of these peo- 


i} ple are, comparatively, clean and com- 


fortable; they possess a great many of 
the European comforts of life; and among 
the things that excited our astonishment, 
was their having, in almost every hut, a 


‘| musical instrument, called a mandolin, 


very much like a guitar, on which the 
Esquimaux women play very tolerably. 
They have a missionary residing about 
eighteen miles from this, who, during 
the summer months, is continually going 
about, visiting the different islands, to 
admonish and instruct, and to perform 
the Christian ceremonies of baptism and 
marriage, &c. What devotion to the 
cause of religion is here exercised! . The 
privations and difficulties they must have 
had to encounter are incalculable; and 
it is quite delightful to see in this little 
place, that the blessed fruit of their la- 
bours is making its appearance I have 
had some pleasing proofs of the improv- 
ed state of their moral character.—Some 
years ago | had a J.abrador translation 
of the Gospel given me, and I had the 
satisfaction of receiving the sincere 
thanks of a poor fellow for it, to whom 
I hope it will prove a blessing; he could 
read it very well, and told me that his 
daughter, a girl 11 years of age, would 
be able to read it. The translations 
which they possess here were made by 
the celebrated Otto Fabricius, and they 
have also church Catechism, and a 
Book of Hymns in their own language. 
[.Vew York Observer. 
-— a — 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

Puerto, on the Dignity of Penitential 
Sorrow; Verses on the viii. chap 32 v, 
of Romans; and Remarks on the Charac- 
ter and Sermons of Daniel de Superville, 
are received; from which and from many 
other excellent pieces on hand, « selec- 
tion will be made for the next number. 
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